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Welcome to this 46th New England Circle, another in a series

of these gatherings inaugurated here in this hotel more than a
decade ago.

As it has since that February evening in 1974, our purpose has
remained steadfast: to provide a forum for the discussion of social,
political, educational and literary topics that can lead to
constructive change in our lives, our nation and in our world.

The Circle’s beginnings go back to the Nineteenth Century
when Ralph Waldo Emerson, Charles Dickens, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow and other literary lions of their day gathered regularly
at the Parker House for meetings of the Saturday Club. Their lively
exchange of opinions and ideas in that hospitable and informal
setting is a tradition that continues to influence today’s Circles:
private, non-profit gatherings that have welcomed more than
2,000 members from every comer of the region. From the start, this
has been a setting that encourages spirited and open dialogue
between Circle discussion leaders and each Circle guest.

This evening’s discussion leader is Thomas R. Harkin, United
States Senator from lowa.

Growing up in the small (pop. 150) lowa town of Cumming,
Tom Harkin got some early, first-hand experience in the problems
of working men and women, farm families and their rural lives.
While his coal-mining father and his immigrant mother spent long
days keeping the family strong and secure, the future Senator was a
student at the Cumming public school in the momings and a job-
holder in the aftermoons. When he entered Iowa State University in
1958, he also got a job on a construction crew to pay for his oun
education.

In 1962, his graduation year, Tom Harkin joined the Navy and
became one of its jet pilots in Vietnam for most of the five years he
served. Shortly after his discharge, the veteran began his career in
lowa Democratic politics as a staff aide to Congressman Neal
Smith, and two years later, in 1972, eamed his law degree in
Washington and was admitted to the lowa bar.

The concem for farmers and working people of lowa that had
been part of his growing up helped persuade him to run for
Congress in 1974. He was elected then, and has been each time he
has run since. After five Congressional terms, he won a U.S.
Senate race two years ago and now serves on the Agriculture,
Small Business, and Appropriations committees, posts that
require energy, commitment and a great deal of time. They are,
however, the committees which play a critical role in generating
policies that can help sustain and strengthen the lowa way of life
that is Tom Harkin’s heritage.

Senator Harkin will be interviewed by nationally syndicated
columnist Sarah McClendon, a White House reporter who has
covered nine presidents since she began her distinguished career as
a journalist, lecturer, and broadcaster.
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