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Welcome to our New England Circle, another in the series that is 
now well into its second decade. 

As it has been for more than eleven years now, our purpose is to 
assemble for the discussion of social, political, literary, and edu-
cational topics; our goal is to exchange ideas and opinions that 
can lead to constructive change in our lives, our nation, and the 
world. 

Our discussion leader this evening is William Hodding Carter, 
III. 

After his graduation from Princeton and two years of service as a 
United States Marine, Hodding Carter began a career in journal-
ism with the Delta Democrat-Times in his native Greenville, 
Mississippi, that would establish the patterns of his distinguished 
career for the next 35 years. In keeping with the high standards 
of fairness, truth, courage and a commitment to human rights set 
by the paper's then editor and publisher, father Hodding Carter, 
Jr., this son of the deep south continued to champion the cause of 
civil rights where those rights were often most in jeopardy. 

That concern for public affairs, his commitment to the struggle 
that then, and now, continues to be one of the nation's most 
pivotal issues, moved him toward politics and government: the 
arenas where the battles for human rights are so often decided. A 
campaign coordinator for both Lyndon Johnson and Jimmy Carter, 
he was later appointed Assistant Secretary of State for Public Af-
fairs during the Carter Administration. 

But it was journalism that remained his first priority. As the 
author of "The South Strikes Back," a regular columnist for the 
Wall Street Journal and a frequent contributor to the nation's 
leading periodicals, he had established a national reputation when 
he became the anchorman of the award-winning Public Television 
series, "The Inside Story," now completing its fourth year. 

During this winter, Hodding Carter is preparing a new, indepen-
dent television production; titled "MaineStreet," its first focus will 
be the workings of the U.S. Congress. And, also this year, this 
busy and committed man, was named, with his wife, Patt Derian 
- a well-known human rights activist - an associate editor of 
WorldPaper, the monthly journal published in Boston that ad-
dresses issues of global concern. 

Welcome, Hodding Carter, to this evening's Circle. 
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