Parker House, Boston, Massachusetts

May 4, 1979

Welcome to the New England Circle . . .

Our purpose is to assemble for discussion of social, political,
literary and educational topics; our goal is to exchange ideas and
opinions that can lead to constructive change in our personal
lives and in our nation.

Edward 1. Koch, the 105th Mayor of New York City, will lead
our discussion for the thirteenth meeting of the New England
Circle.

Edward Irving Koch was inaugurated Mayor of New York
on January 1, 1978, assuming a job often described as the na-
tion’s second-hardest. Since taking office, Ed Koch has initiated
wide-ranging reforms to bring, as he describes it, a “renais-
sance” for the “urban pioneers” of his native New York City.

Drawing on nine years experience in Congress, Ed Koch has
instituted reforms in the city’s personnel procedures and budget
policies. He has proposed major changes in the city's civil service
system, and introduced major legislative initiatives in educa-
tional and housing rehabilitation.

Ed Koch first assumed elective office in 1963 when he defeated
former New York County Democratic Leader Carmine DeSapio
for the Greenwich Village Democratic leadership. In 1966, he
won a seat on the New York City Council, the first Democrat
to represent his district in 38 years. Two years later he was
elected to the U. S. House of Representatives from Manhattan’s
“Silk Stocking” District. He was re-elected four times to the
House, earning recognition from his fellow City Congressmen as
their ““most effective Congressman” for his outstanding record
in urban affairs, human rights, health care, and support for the
arts.

A World War 11 veteran, Ed Koch attended City College in New
York and received a law degree in 1948 from New York Univer-
sity Law School. When not pressing the City’s cause in Wash-
ington, D. C. or Albany, Ed Koch can be found on the street-
corners of New York.

Previous New England Circle Guest Speakers have been Author
Richard N. Goodwin; Historian Dr. Henry Steele Commager;
Former Governor and Democratic National Committee Chair-
man Kenneth Curtis; Georgia State Senator Julian Bond; Former
Massachusetts Congressman Michael Harrington; United States
Senator Edward M. Kennedy; Journalist Jimmy Breslin; United
Nations Ambassador Andrew Young; Human Rights Activist
Coretta Scott King; U. S. House Speaker Thomas P. ‘Tip’
O’Neill, Jr.; Economist John Kenneth Galbraith; and Press Sec-
retary to the President, Jody Powell.

Your Hosts . . .

Tom and Jackie O’Neill
Jack, Bill, Bob, Walter, Roy and Jerry Dunfey
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ED GILBRETH, Administrative Assistant to Lt. Governor,
Springfield, Il.
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EDWARD I. KOCH, Mayor, New York City
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WILLIAM ]. PAGE, JR., Secretary, National Conference of
Lieutenant Governors, Frankfort, Ky.

MR. and MRS. STEVEN SHULMAN, Hampton, N. H.
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