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Welcome to this 47th New England Circle, another in a series of
these gatherings inaugurated here in this hotel more than a decade
ago. To insure a healthy infusion of concerned individuals into the
current N.E.C. membership of more than 2,000, a significant
member of first time (new) guests are invited to each of the several
circles scheduled throughout the year. Our purpose has remained
steadfast since our first gathering in February of 1974: to assemble
a diverse group of concerned individuals for discussions of social,
political, literary and educational topics that can lead to
constructive change in our lives, our nation and in our world.

The beginnings of the Circle actually go back to the 19th
Century when Ralph Waldo Emerson, Charles Dickens, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, and other literary lions of their day
gathered regularly at the Parker House for meetings of the
Saturday Club. Their lively and informal exchange is a tradition
that continues to influence today’s Circle.

This evening’s discussion leaders are Dr. Charles Clements and
Actor, Ed Asner. Both are humanitarians deeply involved in and
committed to a political solution to the conflicts in Central
America.

Clements, Director of Human Rights Education for the Unitarian
Universalist Committee, has risked his life for his commitment to
non-violence. After two years of treating Salvadoran refugees in
California, Clements went to El Salvador to provide medical care.
He has authored a book about that experience, WITNESS TO
WAR, met with Central American Leaders, and led several
Congressional fact-finding tours into Central America.

Ed Asner, who most television viewers prefer to think of as LOU
GRANT, has put his professional and political life on the line for
peace in Central America. In spite of a busy career, which includes
a new role as high school principal, Joe Danzig, in the network
series THE BRONX ZOO, the tireless Asner divides his time
among dramatic projects, his own production company, and active
board memberships on a variety of humanitarian and political
organizations. Particularly involved in Central American peace
efforts, the former two-term president of the Screen Actors Guild
has drawn fire for using his prominence as a platform to raise
humanitarian and political issues.

Our two discussion leaders also work together; Asner as
founding member, and Clements as National Co-Chair of the
Central American peace organization, PAX AMERICAS.
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1974 - 1987

CIRCLES PAST". .

For more than a decade, we have enjoyed a lively and
stimulating exchange of views and ideas. Some Circle Discussion
Areas and the Discussion Leaders have been:

APARTHEID: ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU,
OLIVER TAMBO, HARRY BELAFONTE, DICK
GREGORY, DONALD WOODS, ROBERT McNAMARA
and REVEREND BEYERS NAUDE.

CONGRESS « POLITICS « THE PRESIDENCY: JIMMY
AND ROSALYNN CARTER, “TIP” O’NEILL, TED
KENNEDY, JODY POWELL and JULIAN BOND. Also,
GOVERNOR JOHN SUNUNU, REPRESENTATIVE
BARNEY FRANK, HODDING CARTER III, KEN
CURTIS, TOM McINTYRE, DICK GOODWIN and
HENRY STEELE COMMAGER.

HUMAN RIGHTS: CORETTA SCOTT KING, JANE
FONDA, GLORIA  STEINEM, MARGARET
PAPANDREOU, ISABEL LETELIER, MITCH SYNDER
and MARTIN SHEEN.

INDUSTRY « ECONOMICS « CITIES « NEIGHBOR-
HOODS « FARM CRISIS «

JIMMY BRESLIN, JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH,
DOUG FRASER, ED KOCH, RALPH NADER, JIM
ROUSE, ANDY YOUNG, and TOM HARKIN.

WORLD PEACE « NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROLS «
HENRY CABOT LODGE, GEORGE KISTIAKOWSKY,
JOHN HUME, INGA THORSSON, ED MARKEY and
ROGER FISHER.

FOREIGH AFFAIRS: MICHAEL MANLEY, BIANCA
JAGGER, JIM SHANNON, MICHAEL HARRINGTON,
PAUL FITZERLAND, TONY O’REILLY and ALLEN
GOTLIEB.




