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Parker House, Boston, Massachusetts 

September 28, 1981 

Welcome to the New England Circle and the start of our 
eighth Circle year . . . 

Our purpose is to assemble for discussion of social, politi-
cal, literary and educational topics; our goal is to exchange 
ideas and opinions that can lead to constructive change in 
our personal lives and in our nation. 

Donald Woods, who will lead the discussion at our seven-
teenth meeting, is a South African with an international 
reputation as an opponent of that government's apartheid 
policies — a reputation he first began to build as one of his 
country's most vigorous and outspoken newspaper editors. 
His persistence as a fighter for fairness caused his govern-
ment to ban him and his writings and to place him under 
virtual house arrest. That was four years ago, in the au-

tumn of 1977 and just three months later Donald Woods 
escaped, left his country and has since devoted his life and 
energies to attacking the apartheid policies that he has 
written about so often. 

A close friend of Steve Biko, one of the key founders of 
South Africa's Black Consciousness Movement, Woods ex-
posed the brutal treatment Biko received while a prisoner in 
a South African jail — treatment that eventually killed him. 
Ever since, Woods has challenged the official cover-up of 
Biko's killing and demanded an inquest. 

His articles on Biko, on the need for the international com-
munity's condemnation of apartheid and his two books — 
BIKO and ASKING FOR TROUBLE, focus with relentless 
perception on the inherent evils of South Africa's double 
standard. His eloquence has found audience among the 
readers of the world's leading newspapers — The London 
Observer and The New York Times — television viewers 
and radio listeners around the globe. 

He has taken his cause directly to world leaders, meeting 
with former President Jimmy Carter at the White House, 
British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington and as the first 
private citizen ever to address the United Nations Security 
Council. 

He says he will return someday to his homeland. Mean-
while, as the international battle against apartheid contin-
ues to be waged with increasing intensity he continues 
his work — a commitment that has remained steady, even 
as global policies shift. It is that work and some of the 
more recent policy shifts that Donald Woods will discuss 
with us this evening. 

Your Hosts . . . 

. . . Jack, Bill, Bob, Walter, Roy and Jerry Dunfey 
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