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February 18, 1982 

Welcome to the New England Circle and the start of our 
ninth Circle year . . . 

Our purpose is to assemble for the discussion of social, 
political, literary and educational topics; our goal is to ex-
change ideas and opinions that lead to constructive change 
in our lives and in our nation. 

This evening's topic is the people of Central America and 
El Salvador: that small, Central American nation whose 
internal turmoil has scattered refugees throughout the 
region while the Reagan Administration and the Congress 
debate this nation's policy. 

Our Circle discussion leader — Bianca de Macias Tagger — 
brings a pivotal perspective to that debate. It originates in 
the villages of El Salvador's countryside, and in the villages 

of its neighbors: Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua. For 
more than a decade, since she worked to help Nicaraguan 
earthquake victims in 1972, Bianca has demonstrated a 
commitment to help the homeless of her region, whether 
they are victims of natural disaster, have been caught in the 
violent conflicts, like the Nicaraguan civil war in 1979, or 
the current battles in El Salvador. 

She speaks with a voice of experience and place. Born in 
Nicaragua, she has grown up with revolutions. As a former 
staff member of the Nicaraguan Embassy in Paris — she 
holds a degree in political science from the Institut des 
Science Politiques in that city — Bianca brings unique 
qualifications to her chosen role as a spokesperson for 
Central America and its people, including the half million 
refugees currently fleeing El Salvador. 

As a person whose commitment has been demonstrated 
over ten years in a number of Central American nations, 
Bianca has frequently been invited to share her insights 
with American institutions and policy makers. Recently, 
she was a panel member at the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government discussion of El Salvador. And, following her 
on-the-scene observations of an attack on refugees at the 
Honduran border, Bianca testified before an lntra-American 
Affairs sub-committee of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. 

Bianca has demonstrated her concerns for human rights in 
the hope that when Americans are well enough informed 
about the problems and people of Central America, peace 
— not war — will come to the region. 

This evening's Circle is a part of that continuing concern. 

Your Hosts . .. 

.. . Jack, Bill, Bob, Walter, Roy and Jerry Dunfey 
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