MUBARAK AWAD is the Founder of the Palestinian Center for the Study of Nonviolence
in Israel. He believes that nonviolence can sustain a drive for Palestinian statehood and peaceful coexis-
tence with Israel. Born in Jerusalem, Awad came to the United States in 1969 and was exposed to the prin-
ciples of nonviolence as expounded by Mohandas Gandi and Martin Luther King, Jr. In 1985, he returned
to Israel and founded the Center which encouraged economic boycotts, civil disobedience, tax resistance
and nonviolent demonstrations. Consequently, he was declared a non-citizen and deported by the Israeli
government. Nonetheless, he believes that mutual peace and internal security between Israel and Pales-
tine are possible. YOSEF OLMERT is a Lecturer in the Department of Middle Eastern and African Studies,
Tel Aviv University. This school year he is a Visiting Professor at Cornell University. He is a renowned
[sraeli television and newspaper commentator. Born in Tel Aviv, educated at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, he served in the Israel Defense Force for three years. Olmert is a close observer and keen
analyst of the role and function of the neighboring Arab states. He has written extensively on the possible
role of these states in the construction of peace and security in the Middle East. Olmert travels, writes and
lectures extensively on the difficulties between Israel and the Palestinians fighting for an independent
state.
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MARCIA GILLESPIE is one of the most experienced and capable magazine publishers in
the country today. Presently, she is the Executive Editor of Ms Magazine. In the early seventies, she
established Essence Magazine as the leading publication for Black women as its Editor-in-Chief. While
at Essence, she became recognized as one of the nation’s strongest spokespersons for the rights and con-
cerns of Black women. A native of New York state, she received her college training at Lake Forest College
in Illinois. After graduation, she went to work for Time-Life Books and Life Magazine. She helped
prepare Life Magazine’s highly acclaimed “Illustrated History of Black America”. Gillespie
assumed her present responsibility last year and Ms Magazine has moved quickly and aggressively to the
forefront of women-oriented periodicals. She is a member of the Black Professional Women’s Network
and has been recently recognized by Time Magazine as one of the “Fifty Faces for America’s Future”.
She collaborated with Lena Horne on her autobiography and was the recipient of the Mary McLeod
Bethune Award from the National Council of Negro Women.
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