
Parker House 
Boston,Massachusetts 
December 9, 1986 

Welcome to this 44th New England Circle, another in a 
series of these gatherings inaugurated here in this hotel more than a 
decade ago. 

As it has since that February evening in 1974, our purpose 
has remained steadfast: to provide a forum for the discussion of 
social, political, educational and literary topics that can lead to 
constructive change in our lives, our nation, and in our world. 

The Circle's genesis goes back to the Nineteenth Century when 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Charles Dickens, Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow and other literary lions of the day gathered regularly 
at the Parker House for meetings of the Saturday Club. Their lively 
exchange of opinions and ideas in a hospitable and informal set-
ting are traditions that continue to influence today's Circles: private, 
non-profit gatherings that have welcomed almost 1900 members 
from every comer of the region. From the start, this setting has 
encouraged spirited and open exchanges between Circle discussion 
leaders and many Circle guests. 

This evening's discussion leader is Isabel Morel Letelier, a 
tireless fighter on behalf of human rights in her native Chile, all 
of Latin America, and around the world. It was her efforts that 
were the key to releasing her husband from a Santiago jail follow-
ing a Chilean military coup in 1973. A year later, the former 
Foreign Minister, Orlando Letelier, was freed and exiled with his 
wife and family. The couple moved to Washington, D.C., where, 
in 1976, Orlando Letelier and an associate were assassinated by 
a bomb that destroyed the family car. 

Instead of silencing Isabel Letelier, the murder of her husband 
gave even greater urgency to her commitment on behalf of human 
rights. "We are all people" she has said many times since, "work-
ing for a just society, a very simple idea which allows us to enjoy 
being alive. We must all be able to say: I was here, I saw injustice, 
1 saw repression, I saw my brothers and sisters hungry, and I did 
something." 

Isabel Letelier has demonstrated for all of us just what "doing 
something" means to her. Not only has she taken her call for greater 
efforts on behalf of human rights to scores of American colleges, 
universities, church groups and civic organizations, but she continues 
to wage an active organizational battle as the director of Human 
Rights and Third World Women's Projects at the Institute for Policy 
Studies, where she is a Senior Fellow. 

Please welcome this dedicated worker for social justice, 
Isabel Letelier. 
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Relations, International Center for Development Policy, Washington, D.C. 
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ROSEMARY FREITAS, Coordinating Producer, News, WBZ TV-4, 
Boston, MA 

SCOTT FRENCH, Reporter, CONCORD MONITOR, Concord, NH 
MARIE GADSDEN, Ph.D., Chairwoman, Oxfam America, Boston, MA 
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PAULA GOLD, Secretary of Consumer Affairs, Commonwealth of 
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NADINE B. HACK, MPA Program, J.F.K. School of Government, Harvard 

University, Cambridge, MA 
DELORES HANDY, Anchor, WNEVTV 7, Boston, MA 
LINDA HARRIS, Executive Assistant to John Dunfey, Omni/Dunfey 

Hotels, Hampton, NH 
TANYA HART, Host, "Coming Together", WBZ-TV 4, Boston, MA 
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MELISSA LUDTKE, Correspondent, TIME MAGAZINE, Boston, MA 
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JAMES A. PUTNAM, Vice President and General Manager, Markem 
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SARAHANN SHAW, Reporter, WBZ-TV 4, Boston, MA 

JOANNE SHOTWELL, Former Massachusets Assistant Attorney General 
and Democratic Candidate for Attorney General, Cambridge, MA 

GRACELAW SIMMONS, Program Director, Associated Grantmakers of 
Massachusetts, Boston, MA 

CROCKER SNOW, Jr., Publisher and Editor-in-Chief, WORLDPAPER, 
Boston, MA 

JOY A. SPANOS, Teacher, Claremont, NH 

CHARLES T. SPURLOCK, Attorney, Roxbury, MA 

SUSAN SPURLOCK, Attorney Boston, MA 
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JAMES STONE, President, Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation, 
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KATHLEEN SULLIVAN, Assistant Professor, Harvard Law School, 
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JOSEPH EMERSON WASHINGTON, Pastor, Wesley United Methodist 
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LIZ WELD, Editor, "Learning Section",THE BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE, Boston, MA 
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TOM WINSHIP, President, Center for Foreign Journalist, Boston, MA 



1974 • 1986 
Previous Circle Discussion Leaders 

Author Richard Goodwin A M E R I C A ' S F U T U R E 
Historian Henry Steele Commager N I X O N & I M P E A C H M E N T 
U.S. Ambassador to Canada, Kenneth M . Curtis N O R T H A M E R I C A N N E I G H B O R S 
Georgia State Senator Julian Bond N E W POL IT ICS 
Congressman Michael Harrington E A R L Y W A R N I N G / C I A 
U.S. Senator Edward M . Kennedy T H E K E N N E D Y V I E W 
Author &. Columnist Jimmy Breslin R A C E A N D T H E C I T Y 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, Mayor Andrew Young Y O U N G I D E A S 
Coretta Scott King H U M A N R I G H T S &. F U L L E M P L O Y M E N T 
Speaker Thomas P. "Tip" O'Neill C O N G R E S S & C A R T E R 
Economist John Kenneth Galbraith U.S. & T H E E C O N O M Y 
Press Secretary to the President of the U.S., Jody Powell T H E C A R T E R A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
European Parliament Member, John Hume P E A C E I N I R E L A N D 
New York Mayor Edward I. Koch C I T Y D E C I S I O N S 
U.S. Senator Thomas J. McIntyre N E W R I G H T EFFECTS O N A M E R I C A N 

POL IT ICS 
U.S. Senator Edward M . Kennedy & Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge . A M E R I C A N S F O R SALT 
Ralph Nader C O N S U M E R M O V E M E N T & T H E P O L I T I C A L 

P R O C E S S 
Gloria Steinem F E M I N I S M TODAY 
U.S. Commissioners for Peace & Conflict Resolution P E A C E A C A D E M Y 
U.A.W. President Douglas Fraser I N D U S T R Y I N T R O U B L E 
Author &. Journalist Donald Woods S O U T H A F R I C A 
Television Producer Paul Fitzgerald A F G H A N I S T A N B E T W E E N T H R E E W O R L D S 
Bianca Jagger & Congressman James Shannon C E N T R A L A M E R I C A N T U R M O I L 
Disarmament Negotiator Inga Thorsson TH I S N U C L E A R A G E 
Donald Woods & Dick Gregory L E G A L I Z E D R A C I S M / S O U T H A F R I C A 
Author Mark Gerzon A C H O I C E O F H E R O E S 
Jane Fonda 20TH C E N T U R Y W O M A N 
Congressman Edward Markey N U C L E A R PROL I FERAT ION 
Canadian Ambassador to the United States, Allen Gotlieb C A N A D I A N / A M E R I C A N R E L A T I O N S 
Urban Developer James Rouse N E I G H B O R H O O D REV ITAL I ZAT ION 
Former Jamaican Prime Minister Michael Manley T H E C A R I B B E A N F U T U R E 
Journalist William Hodding Carter, III M E D I A ' S C H A L L E N G E 
President-General, African National Congress, Oliver Tambo S O U T H AFR ICA ' S S T R U G G L E 
President & CEO, H. J. Heinz Co., Anthony J. F. O'Reilly I R E L A N D ' S F U T U R E 
General Secretary, South African Council of Churches, 

The Rev. Beyers Naude A P A R T H E I D TODAY 
Massachusetts Congressman Barney Frank & 

New Hampshire Governor John Sununu L I B E R A L vs C O N S E R V A T I V E 
Roger Fisher, Williston Professor of Law, Harvard University C O N F L I C T R E S O L U T I O N 
Archbishop Desmond M . Tutu, South Africa A P A R T H E I D A N D A M E R I C A 
Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter A PRES IDENT & F IRST L A D Y 
Margarita Papandreou W O R L D P E A C E / W O R L D E Q U A L I T Y 


