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“The extinct megatooth shark... Otodus megalodon.”

Otodus-bitten sperm whale tooth from the Neogene of
the Coastal Eastern United States (2021)

Dr. Bretton W. Kent

Megatooth sharks framed in comparison
to their extant (i.e. still living) relatives

The cartilaginous fishes of Calvert Cliffs,
Maryland, USA in Smithsonian
Contributions to Paleontology (2018)
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The only living members (

Cladoselache had the earliest known
shark-like body plan. But it may be once diverse and abundas
more closely related 1o chimaeras— are deep sea chimaeras
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Body length estimation of Neogene
macrophagous lamniform sharks
(Carcharodon and Otodus) derived
from associated fossil dentitions




Figures 1 & 2 from Godfrey et al., 2021
Otodus-bitten sperm whale tooth from the Neogene of the

Coastal Eastern United States

Otodus sp.
 tooth serration marks

Artistic rendition of what the attack may have looked like
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Samples of fossilized whale tooth with serrations
from a megalodon
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Juvenlle Lemon Sharks under the mangrove trees they call home © Getty Images




Figures 1 & 3 from Cooper et al., 2022
The extinct shark Otodus megalodon was a transoceanic

| superpredator: Inferences from 3D modeling
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Study after study confirms that the
megalodon is long gone

False information can appear believable at
a distance

Accessibility to information & willingness to
learn is vital
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