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LISTS RELATING T O TH E PRODUCTION AND USE OF LARGE -
VOLUME MATERIAL S 

(These lists are incomplete, because much of the intended information i s at Managing Earth's Resources, 
which no longer employs the author of the lists. Mos t of the lists could be complete, given access to MER. ) 

C U R R E N T R E C Y C L E R S AN D B L E N D E RS O F L A R G E - V O L U M E  
M A T E R I A L S T H R O U G H O U T T H E UNITE D S T A T E S 

The purpose o f this lis t i s to sho w those companie s and/or industries that ar e 
currently reusing large-volume materials. Specific s fo r those companie s listed here, a s 
wel l a s many other companie s that would fi t into this lis t are available at M E R . 

A statue-make r i s using dredged sedimen t fro m Saylorvill e Lak e to make statues . 
A compan y is using L VM t o build houses an d other buildings . 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation, and other States , use construction 

and demolitio n debris to build highways. 

C U R R E N T USE S OF L A R G E - V O L U ME M A T E R I A L S T H R O U G H O U T T H E 
UNITED S T A T E S 

The purpose o f this lis t i s to show current uses for reused large-volum e materials. 
Examples of each of these uses can be found at M E R . 

Large-volume materials are being used in numerous ways throughout th e country . 
Some o f these uses include: 

• Golf-cours e construction 
• Buildin g homes an d other structure s 
• Manufacturin g product s suc h as: 

• Soil s 
• Erosio n contro l blocks 
• Concrete-substitut e product s 



L O C A L P R O D U C E R S A N D USES OF L A R G E - V O L U ME M A T E R I A L S 

The purpose o f this lis t i s to sho w those companies and/o r industrie s that ar e 
producing large-volume materials i n our community (North Shore of Massachusetts), an d 
what i s currently happening to these large-volume materials. Furthe r details are known at 
M E R . 

The Sale m Power Plant produces larg e amount s o f fly-ash  throug h its electricity 
production process. Accordin g to P G & E , th e owner s o f the plant , a  significant 
percentage o f the as h is uncontaminated. I n the past , this ash has bee n carelessly 
dumped, a s can be see n fro m th e Wenha m Lake example . Thes e days , al l the as h is put 
in line d landfill s i n N ew England. 

The Sout h Essex Sewage Distric t (SESD ) processing plant produces larg e 
amounts o f processed sewage . Thi s sewage i s currently being transported t o landfill s i n 
N e w Hampshire , where i t is dumped. Currently , the processed sewag e a t the en d o f th e 
line is contaminated, but the processing plant has th e abilit y to decontaminat e it . Th e 
sewage distric t has no t been decontaminatin g it because i t is cheaper t o leave i t 
contaminated an d put i t in a lined landfill . 

Some questions tha t beg further stud y are : Wha t could be don e with thi s 
processed sewag e i f it was decontaminated ? Woul d reusin g uncontaminated processe d 
sewage mak e money fo r the communit y and the S E S D b y providing jobs and ne w 
industry, while a t the sam e time reducing the need t o transport th e processed sewag e an d 
dump i t in landfills ? 

Dredged sedimen t fro m lakes , harbors an d other waterways i s another sourc e o f 
large-volume materials. Som e of this sediment i s contaminated an d som e i s not . 
Proposals have been made t o put contaminate d sedimen t i n "contained aquatic disposal" 
areas, as was the case in the propose d dredgin g of Salem Harbor in the 1990s . 
Uncontaminated sedimen t i s often used a s landfil l cover . 

Construction and Demolition Debris is another categor y o f L VM tha t exists in this 
community. Som e of this debris is being used by MassHighway i n the constructio n of 
roads. 



POSSIBLE F U T U R E USE S OF L A R G E - V O L U ME M A T E R I A L S 

The purpose o f this lis t is to offe r som e possible future use s of L V M. Som e of 
these uses are alread y being studied. Mor e uses are known at M E R . 

• Waterways: erosion-contro l blocks which prevent sedimen t i n waterways ca n be 
made fro m sediment , ash , and other materials . 

• Railroads: Railroa d ties can be made fro m as h and other materials . 
• Roads: Jerse y barriers , retaining walls, road-based aggregate , media n soils that do no t 

need chemica l fertilizers can be made fro m variou s materials. 
• Trails: Bike , walkin g an d other trails can be made from  material s that M ER help s 

society an d communities to manage . 
• Logging and  Mining  Roads : Variou s materials M E R work s with can be used i n these 

rough-roads. 
• Structures: Garage s fo r heavy equipment an d road materials can be made fro m 

materials M E R help s to manage, an d some o f these structures ca n be taken dow n and 
moved, easily 



Respondent s  Name:- phone - / 

.Address Cit y Zi p 

Interviewer Time : Bega n Ende d Tim e Lapse 

Hello, my name is .  I  am working with a nonprofit organization called Managing Earth's 

Resources, that is headquartered in Beverly and has work planne d in various states. 

We would like to ask you to participate in a survey, which will take about 10 minutes, at the most. 

The survey has to do with community education about natural resources, the environment, and other issues. 
Your name will not be associated with your responses. W e assure you that this information is for research purposes 
only and that your comments are confidential. W e are purely trying to find out what citizens know and want to know. 
Are you willing to take a few minutes now? 

IDENTITY. 
If respondent wants our telephone numbe r and address , please give it: 

Tel. 978/927-208 2 
Addr. 13 1 Dodge St (1), Beverly , MA 0191 5 

IF CAUTIOUS : 
(If respondent is cautious, please don't hesitate to let them know it is alright and that you appreciate their time, anyway 
- an y polite reply. 

If want to know the topic, read the Introduction. 

Get fir m agreement BEFOR E BEGIN: 
Introduction: 
MANAGING EARTH' S RESOURCES i s beginning research on how to educate the public about large-volume 
materials that are in most communities. Th e three materials we will ask you about today are 

1) Sewag e 
2) Sedimen t from our waterways 
3) As h 

1. Th e first question is about sewage. 

a. Ca n you tell me how much you feel you know about sewage processing.9 Thes e are the choices. 
Very Much Som e Ver y little Nothin g Unsur e how much 

(Reread as much as needed) 

b. Ca n you tell me how much you know what happens to the sewage after it is processed9 

Very Much Som e Ver y little Nothin g Unsur e how much 

c. Ho w intereste d ar e you in knowing more about sewage - ho w its processed o r how it is used or disposed of 9 

Very Much Som e Ver y Little No t at all Unsur e 

d. Whic h are you more interested in, 
A) Ho w sewage is processed or 
B) B ) What is done with it after it is processed. Circl e which. 

e. Wh o d o you think makes the decisions about what happen s to sewage after it is processed? 

f. Ho w interested do you think most citizens are in knowing more about what is done with sewage? 
Very Interested Som e interest Ver y Little Interest N o interest Unsur e 

(Are page s attached for this question - Ye s No ) 



2 Th e SECON D questio n is about SEDIMENT, O R SOME PEOPL E SAY , DREDGED MATERIA L - FRO M 
OUR WATERWAYS . 

a. Ca n you tell me how much you feel you know about sediment9 Thes e are the choices. 
Very Much Som e Ver y little Nothin g Unsur e how much 

(Reread as much as needed) 

b. Ca n you tell me how much you know what happens to the dredged material from our waterways? 
Very Much Som e Ver y little Nothin g Unsur e how much 

d. Ho w intereste d are you in knowing more about sewage - ho w its processed or how it is used or disposed of? 
Very Much Som e Ver y Little No t at all Unsur e 

d. Whic h are you more interested in, 
A) Wh y sediment is or is not dredged? 
B) Wha t is done with sediment after it is dredged? 

e. Wh o do you think makes the decisions about dredging and what is done with dredged material? 

g. Ho w interested do you think most citizens are in knowing more about what is done with dredged materila? 
Very Interested Som e interest Ver y Little Interest N o interest Unsur e 

(Are pages attached for this question - Ye s No ) 

3. Th e THIRD questio n is about ASH.. 

a. Ca n you tell me how much you feel you know about THE CREATIO N O F ASH.? Thes e are the choices. 
Very Much Som e Ver y little Nothin g Unsur e how much 

(Reread as much as needed) 

b. Ca n you tell me how much you know what happens to ASH AFTER IT IS CREATED? 
Very Much Som e Ver y little Nothin g Unsur e how much 

e. Ho w interested are you in knowing more about ASH - ho w its processed or how it is used or disposed of? 
Very Much Som e Ver y Little No t at all Unsur e 

d. Whic h are you more interested in, 
A) Ho w ash is created. 
B) Wha t is done with ASH after it is processed: Circl e which. 

e. Wh o do you think makes the decisions about what happens to ash9 

f. D o you know about uses of ash9 

h. Ho w interested do you think most citizens are in knowing more about what is done with ASH 9 

Very Interested Som e interest Ver y Little Interest N o interest Unsur e 

(Are pages attached for this question - Ye s No ) 

4 Th e FOURTH question is, out of these three materials - sewage , sediment and ash, which 
one is the one you feel you: 

a. Kno w most about. 
b. Wan t to know about, most9 

Thank you very much., we're almost finished I  need to know about you - wha t age group and such so we can analyze 
the results by groups of people. 

5) AGE, As k about age group (what decade - suc h as teens, 20s,40s, 60s) 



0) How interested are you in environmental issues9 

Very Somewha t No t very No t Unsur e 
7) Do you think children should be educated about the issues we are talking about today? 

8) What is your occupation 9 

9) I n your opinion, can good environmental practices also be good economic practices9 

Yes Mayb e N o Uncertai n 

9) The next question is optional. Wha t is your approximate income level? 

10) Ar e you a native New Englander -
a. Wher e did yo u grow up 

b. Hav e you lived other places, outside of this area? 

11. D o yo u feel you are well-informed on most issues: 
Very well informed, Somewha t No t very No t Uncertai n 

I2> Finally , can you tell me what you think are THE MAIN REASON S YO U HAV E OR HAV E NO T 
THOUGHT ABOU T WHA T HAPPEN S T O S E W A G E, SEDIMEN T AN D A SH - ho w it is disposed of 
or used? 

Again, my name is Trent Simons. Yo u hav e been most helpful to us. A s I mentioned we are trying to see how to 
educate the public. 

13. D o you want to add any thoughts or observations? 

(This is a key question, because 1)  we want to begin dialogue, 2) tap what is there before we start educating, 3) improve 
the interview, and 4 ) compare what is know before and after , including in this interview. 



JL age 1  ui ^ 

Boston Glob e 
A c t i v i s t s upse t ove r move to grant extension s t o power p l a n t s 
By Pete r Demarco , Glob e Correspondent , 12/15/200 2 

When A c t i ng Governo r Jan e Swif t approve d r e g u l a t i o n s n e a r l y tw o years 
ago 
r e q u i r i n g th e s t a t e 's f i v e f i l t h i e s t powe r p l a n t s t o reduce t o x i c 
emissions, 
r e s i d e n t s l i v i n g nea r the Salem Harbo r S t a t i o n though t they' d soo n be 
breathing cleaner , h e a l t h i e r a i r. 

But th e power p l a n t ha s yet to meet the new emissions standards , an d on 
Fri d a y r e s i d e n t s an d environmental advocac y group s learne d tha t the 
Department of Environmental P r o t e c t i o n is on the verge of gra n t i ng the 
pl a n t ' s owner s an e x t ra two years to comply wit h S w i f t ' s order . 

I f granted , th e extension w i l l v i r t u a l l y guarante e the pl a nt w i l l 
continue 
to emi t t o x i n s l i n k e d to smog, a c i d r a i n , an d r e s p i r a t o ry i l l n e s s e s 
w e l l 
i n t o 2006 . 

' ' I t ' s a  s i t u a t i o n wher e the p u b l ic goo d and very s e r i o u s h e a l t h 
concerns 
are p i t t e d agains t th e bottom l i n e f o r the pl a nt owner, 1' s a i d Cind y 
Luppi, 
o r g a n i z i n g d i r e c t o r f o r Clea n Water A c t i o n , whic h has lob b i ed f i v e 
years f or 
reduced powe r p l a n t emissions . " F o r us , i t ' s d i s a p p o i n t i n g . ' 1 

P a c i f i c Ga s and E l e c t r i c, whic h own s the c o a l - a n d - o il burnin g powe r 
p l a n t , 
says i t needs the extension t o p r o p e r ly implemen t $100 m i l l i on in 
renovations. 

The ' ' f i l t h y f i v e r e g u l a t i o n s ' ' tha t S w i f t signe d i n t o la w in A p r il 
2001 
r e q u i r e th e s t a t e 's d i r t i e s t powe r p l a n t s t o reduce emission s of 
ni t r o g e n 
oxides an d s u l f ur d i o x i d e b y more tha n 50 percent by October 2004 . 
According 
to the DEP, the r e g u l a t i o ns ar e the most s t r i n g e n t in the country . 

Some power p l a n t s , i n c l u d i n g the Mystic S t a t i o n in Ev e r e t t, hav e moved 
to 
comply wit h th e r e g u l a t i o n s; the owner of Sandwich's Cana l S t a t i o n 
power 
p l a n t i s expected to challenge th e r e g u l a t i o ns i n court nex t week . 

Neither DE P nor PG&E o f f i c i a l s coul d b e reached f o r comment yesterday . 
A 
statement i s s u e d by the DEP on Fr i d ay s a i d Sale m Harbor' s owne r woul d 
lower 
n i t r o g e n oxid e emission s an a d d i t i o n al 10 percent i f granted the 
extension. 

Plant opponent s c a l l e d tha t concessio n ' ' n e g l i g i b l e ' 1 an d repeatedl y 
questioned why PG&E has f a i l ed t o act mor e q u i c k l y to comply. 

http://us.f210.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?MsgId=6696_954007_l 241_1230_1530_.. . 24/02/200 3 



Opponents, who s a i d the y hav e brought t h e i r concern s to Governor-elec t 
M i t t 
Romney's environmenta l t r a n s i t i o n team , w i l l hav e a chance to oppose 
the 
extension a t a DEP p u b l ic hearin g schedule d f o r January. Th e DEP is 
expected 
to f o r m a l l y vot e o n the extensio n f o l l o w i n g a 30-day p u b l i c comment 
per i o d . 

"We hav e a great h i s t o r y w i t h robus t turnout s a t hearings. S o once 
again, 
we w i l l b e there,'' s a i d Marblehea d r e s i d e nt L o r i E h r l i c h , o f the 
grass-roots grou p HealthLink . 

' ' I t ' s the communities who u l t i m a t e ly are going t o have to pay the 
p r i c e of 
p u t t i n g u p with u n f e t t e r e d emission s f o r another tw o years. I t w i ll be 
evidenced i n numerous asthm a attack s and other i l l n e s s e s . ' ' 

This s t o r y ran on page B3 of the Boston Glob e on 12/15/2002. 
© Copyrigh t 200 2 Globe Newspaper Company . 
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Boston Glob e 
Romney say s Sale m p l a n t mus t clea n u p 
Workers decr y 200 4 deadlin e 
By Davi d Arnold , Glob e S t a f f , 2/7/2003 

Governor M i t t Romne y too k h i s f i r s t majo r environmenta l stan d yesterda y 
by 
c a l l i n g f o r th e Sale m Harbo r S t a t i o n powe r p l a n t t o meet a  200 4 
deadline t o 
clean u p i t s emissions . 

As s e v e r a l doze n p l a n t worker s t r i e d t o shou t hi m down , th e governo r 
s a i d 
the s t a t e Departmen t o f Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n ha s denie d a  b i d b y 
the 
o i l - a n d - c o a l - f i r e d p l a n t , on e o f th e d i r t i e s t i n th e s t a t e , t o wi n a 
two-year extensio n o f i t s deadline t o meet s t r i c t e r c l e a n - a i r 
standards. 

! , I f th e choic e i s between d i r t y powe r p l a n t s o r p r o t e c t i n g th e h e a l t h 
of 
the peopl e o f Massachusetts , ther e i s n o choic e i n m y mind . I  w i l l 
always 
come down o n th e sid e o f p u b l i c h e a l t h , ' ' Romne y s a i d t o a n audienc e 
t h a t , 
according t o s e v e r a l accounts , t r i e d t o overpowe r hi m wit h j e e r s . 

The 50-year-ol d Sale m p l a n t i s owned b y PG& E Na t i o n a l Energ y Group , 
which 
may decid e t o c l o s e th e plan t r a t h e r tha n spen d th e ten s o f m i l l i o n s o f 
d o l l a r s r e q u i r e d t o b r i n g i t up t o code . 

''We ar e c o n s i d e r i n g man y options , an d thos e migh t i n c l u d e l e g a l 
a c t i o n , 
s e l l i n g a n asset , o r a  shu t down . Ou r p o l i c y i s no t t o t a l k abou t 
s p e c i f i c 
p l a n t s , ' 1 s a i d Shawn Cooper, a  spokesma n f o r PG&E. 

Cl o s i n g th e p l a n t woul d b e a  f i n a n c i a l blo w t o Salem . Th e p l a n t employ s 
173 
workers an d i s th e c i t y ' s l a r g e s t taxpayer . I t account s f o r 1 3 percen t 
of 
a l l Sale m ta x revenue , o r abou t $6. 5 m i l l i o n ou t o f th e t o t a l c i t y ta x 
l e v y 
of $5 0 m i l l i o n , accordin g t o Mayo r Stanle y Usovicz . 

''I'm a  tea m p l a y e r whe n i t comes t o absorbin g s t a t e fundin g cuts , bu t 
adding t h i s t o ou r burde n i s j u s t p l a i n u n f a i r , ' ' Usovic z s a i d a f t e r 
Romney's announcement. '' I couldn' t renovat e m y hous e i n th e tim e t h i s 
p l a n t 
has bee n given . A l l they wan t t o d o i s shu t i t down.'' 
Environmentalists se e 
a v i c t o r y i n th e s t r i c t r u l i n g o n a  p l a n t tha t ha s becom e known a s on e 
of 
the s t a t e ' s 1 1 f i l t h y f i v e 1 1 ( a c t u a l l y , s ix p l a n t s owne d b y f i v e 
companies) 
because i t burns old e r , d i r t i e r f u e l s . 

http://us.G10.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter7M 24/02/200 3 
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1 1(The governo r and Lieutenant Governo r Kerr y Healey ) hav e decide d to 
rest o r e orde r t o a process tha t ha s become c o l d and h e a r t l e s s, a 
process 
that f o r a h a lf centur y ha s ignored th e h e a l th impact s tha t our 
community 
has bor n f o r m u l t i p l e generations,' 1 s a i d L o r i E h r l i c h , whose 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
HealthLink ha s l ed a f i v e - y e a r campaig n to clean u p the a ir f o r Nort h 
Shore 
communities downwin d of the p l a n t. 

E r l i c h was halfway throug h her remarks when opponent s drowne d her out. 

Regulations passe d in 2001 re q u i re th e owners of the ' ' f i l t hy f i v e ' ' 
p l a n t s 
to cut in h a lf t h e i r r eleas e o f ni t r o g en oxide s an d s u l f ur d i o x i d e , 
both of 
which are l i n k ed to smog, r e s p i r a t o r y i l l n e s s , an d a c id r a i n . 
Coal-buring 
p l a n t s a l s o r e l e a s e mercury , carbo n d i o x i d e , an d carbon monoxide , whic h 
they 
are a l s o r e q u i r e d t o reduce. 

The p l a n t s wer e o r i g i n a l l y exempte d fro m the a i r - p o l l u t i on standard s 
req u i r e d o f newly b u i l t ga s p l a n ts becaus e s t a t e o f f i c i a l s b e l i e v e d 
they 
were goin g to c l o s e. But the older p l a n t s ' p r o f i t s hav e increased , 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y sinc e th e st a te r e s t r u c t u r e d i t s e l e c t r i c i t y i n d u s t r y , so 
then-Acting Governo r Jan e Swif t ende d t h e i r exemption . Whil e the p l a n ts 
have 
d i f f e r e n t t i m e t a b l e s , Sale m was s l a t ed to have new scrubbers i n s t a l l e d , 
by 
2004, but was in ne g o t i a t i o ns wit h th e Department of Environmental 
P r o t e c t i o n to extend tha t deadlin e t o 2006 -- u n t i l yesterday . 

''In 2001 you asked f o r 2004 , in 2003 you asked f o r 2006 , in 2006 
y o u ' l l ask 
fo r 2008,' ' Romney y e l l e d to the h e c k l e r s. '' I w i l l no t p r o t e ct job s 
that 
k i l l people,' ' he y e l l e d. With a thumb p o i n t i n g behin d him to the 
f a c i l i t y , 
he added , ''An d that plan t k i l l s people.' 1 

Should th e 750,000-megawat t Sale m Harbo r S t a t i o n c l o s e , u t i l i t y 
o f f i c i a l s 
s a i d i t was too e a r ly to estimate th e e f f e ct on u t i l i t y r a t e s , o r f or 
that 
matter, ho w other p l a n t s migh t make up the s h o r t f a l l. Anothe r p l a n t 
l o o k i n g 
at a  s i m i l ar 2004 deadlin e chang e is the o i l - f i r ed f a c i l i t y o n the east 
end 
of the Cape Cod Canal. I t is owned by the Mirant Ne w Englan d 
Corporation, 
which has a l so f a l l e n i n t o d i f f i c u l t f i n a n c i a l s t r a i t s . 

Salem mayor Usovic z s a i d he had been unaware of Romney's i n t e n t i o n s 
u n t i l a 
resi d e n t t o l d hi m some of the governor's s t a f f member s were in the 
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Conners 
Road neighborhoo d sco u t i n g out a l o c a t i on wher e t e l e v i s i o n camera s 
might 
catch the b e l c h i ng stack s o f the p l a nt behin d the speakers l e c t e r n . 

This s t o r y ran on page B2 of the Boston Glob e on 2/7/2003. 
© Copyrigh t 2003 Glob e Newspape r Company. 
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Boston Glob e E d i t o r i a l 
Clean a i r in Salem 
2/24/2003 

TWO YEARS AGO, A c t i ng Governo r Jan e S w i f t demonstrate d a commitment to 
clean 
up th e a ir by r e q u i r i ng tha t owner s of the f f F i l t h y F i v e r 1 -  the 
w o r s t - p o l l u t i n g powe r p l a n t s i n Massachusetts - take step s t o reduce 
t h e i r 
emissions. No w her successor, M i t t Romney, has shown ther e w i l l b e no 
b a c k s l i d i n g o n the issue i n h is a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . H e has denied the 
request of 
the owne r of a Salem p l a n t f o r a two-year extensio n t o meet S w i f t f s 
deadline. 

PG&E Na t i o n al Energ y Grou p owns the 750-megawatt p l a n t , whic h burn s 
both 
c o a l and o i l. It has s a id i t w i l l b e impossible t o make the $110 
m i l l i o n 
worth of improvements on the p l a nt by Oct. 1 , 2004, and wants an 
extension 
t o 2006 . Withou t the ex t ra time , th e company has s a i d, i t might hav e to 
shut 
down the f a c i l i t y, whic h worrie s Salem' s mayor. The p l a nt i s the c i t y 's 
l a r g e s t taxpaye r and employs 173 people. Th e company has already f i l e d 
i t s 
appeal of Romney's d e c i s i o n . 

Romney d i d not leave himsel f muc h wiggl e roo m on the issue durin g the 
campaign when he promised he would enforc e th e crackdown on the F i l t hy 
F i v e . 
I f th e company's appea l f a i l s an d it close s th e p l a n t, th e immediate 
e f f e c t 
on Salem' s economy w i l l b e negative. Bu t it would be a boost to the 
e n t i r e 
North Shore' s a i r q u a l i t y , and New England has somewhat more generatin g 
c a p a c i t y tha n i t needs. 

That overcapacity , however , complicate s th e other option s f o r the owner 
that 
would hav e to be considered alon g wit h a  shutdown. Thes e i n c l u d e 
converting 
the p l a n t t o cleaner n a t u r a l ga s or s e l l i ng th e p l a nt t o a new owner, 
who 
could d o the conversion h i m s e l f . Wit h surplu s power , the economics of 
these 
a l t e r n a t i v e s woul d be dicey . 

Last Decembe r the Globe reporte d tha t tw o Canadian companie s wer e 
considering th e purchase of one or more of PG&E N a t i o n al Energ y Group' s 
s e v e r a l generatin g f a c i l i t i e s i n Massachusetts . One of the companies is 
a 
p a r t owne r of both the Sable I s l a n d n a t u r a l gas p r o j e ct o f f Nova S c o t i a 
and 

the Maritim e Province s an d Northeast p i p e l i n e , which bring s ga s from 
eastern 
Canada to New England. An extension o f the p i p e l i n e, which i s unde r 

http://us.f210.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?MsgId=3174_1165613_3508_1219_213 8... 24/02/200 3 



c o n s t r u c t i o n , woul d pas s ver y clos e t o the Salem p l a n t . 

The reduction s tha t Swif t c a l l e d f o r - 50 to 75 percent of the mai n 
p o l l u t a n t s -  are ri g o r o u s, bu t they wer e lon g overdue . The ni t r o g e n 
oxide, 
s u l f u r d i o x i d e , an d carbon d i o x i d e emitte d b y the p l a nt c o n t r i b u t e to 
a c i d 
r a i n , smog , and g l o b al warming . The emissions are blamed f o r 
aggravating 
asthma and other r e s p i r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s . Coa l burnin g p l a n t s ar e a 
major 
source of t o x ic mercury . 

The Northeaster n s t a t e s hav e c a l l e d o n the Bush a d m i n i s t r a t i o n to 
enforce 
cleanups of coal-burning p l a n t s i n the South and the Midwest tha t sen d 
t h e i r 
p o l l u t i o n downwin d to t h is region . Governor s Swif t an d Romney hav e 
demonstrated wit h admirabl e firmnes s tha t clea n a i r begins at home. 

This s t o r y ran on page A14 of the Bost on Glob e on 2/24/2003. 
© Copyrigh t 200 3 Globe Newspape r Company. 

Salem p l a n t get s a boost 
A Bosto n Heral d e d i t o r i a l 
Saturday, Februar y 22 , 200 3 

Reports tha t IS O New England, the n o n p r o f it o r g a n i z a t i o n tha t manage s 
the 
r e g i o n a l powe r market, w i l l interven e t o keep PG&E's Sale m power p l a n t 
open 
only underscor e the foo l h a r d i n e ss o f Gov. M i tt Romney' s i n t e n t i o n to 
see i t 
shut down . 

The governo r wen t to Salem to stand i n the shadow of the pla nt (an d as 
i t 
turned ou t hear f i r s t - h a n d th e wrath of i ts work force ) an d i n s i st tha t 
there woul d be no extension o f a compliance orde r tha t force s th e p l a nt 
to 
l i v e u p to s t r i c t er environmenta l standard s by 2004 or shut down . 

ISO presiden t an d CEO Gordon van Welie s a i d , "'Lookin g two or thre e 
years 
out, we'r e goin g to need e i t h e r a l l or part o f Salem's c a p a c i t y . ' ' 

That's the p o i n t. Energ y need s and environmental r e s p o n s i b i l i t y are 
i n t e r r e l a t e d issue s tha t r e q u i r e t a k i n g a  balanced, long-ter m view . 

To j u s t i f y h i s p o s i t i o n , Romne y has c i t ed sketch y dat a tha t th e p l a nt 
" " k i l l s people.' ' Let' s hop e he gives a t l e a st equa l weigh t to hard 
data 
from the ISO on the region's deman d - and supply -  of energy. 
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a c i d 
r a i n , smog , and r e s p i r a t o ry a t t a c k s . 

" I t ' s onl y goin g to be e f f e c t i v e i f they implemen t the r e g u l a t i o n s ," 
s a i d 
Hicks. "PG& E has very stron g reasons to delay the implementation of 
the 
technology." 

PG&E has a l so appeale d l a s t month' s DEP d e c i s i on denyin g th e company's 
amended 200 2 plan . I n that r u l i n g , th e DEP ordered PG&E to s t i ck by 
i t s 
o r i g i n a l p l a n tha t the agency approve d in June 2002 . Tha t appea l is 
set f or 
June 16, 18, and 19. 
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Boston Gobe-Nort h Se c t i o n 
By Steve n Rosenber g 
Globe S t a f f Corresponden t 

SALEM—The contentiou s debat e ove r th e f u t u re of the Salem Harbo r powe r 
p l a n t , whic h has p i t t ed c i t y versu s s t a t e — a n d engage d 
env i r o n m e n t a l i s t s and 
corporations—moves t o a Boston courtroo m t h i s week , when 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the p l a n t presen t a n appeal befor e a  Department of environmenta l 
p r o t e c t i o n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e judge . 

On Wednesday , Thursday , and Frida y, DEP Judge Fran k Nee w i ll p r e s i d e 
over 
the appeal , f i l e d b y PG&E N a t i o n al Energy Group , the company tha t owns 
the 
Salem o i l - a n d coal-burnin g power p l a n t . Th e appeal i s based on a 2001 
PG&E 
proposal. I n i ts proposal the company agree d t o i n s t a ll emissio n 
c o n t r o l 
equipment t h a t woul d reduc e the l e v el o f n i t r o g en oxid e an d s u l f ur 
d i o x i d e 
r e l e a s e d i n t o the atmosphere, thereb y complyin g w i t h toug h emission s 
r e g u l a t i o n s create d by then-acting governo r Jan e Swif t in 2001. 

The company' s proposa l c a l l e d f o r the equipment to be i n s t a l l ed by 
2006, 
e f f e c t i v e l y extendin g th e s t a t e 's 2004 o r i g i n a l equipmen t i n s t a l l a t i o n 
deadline by two years. Th e company amended the plan i n A p r i l 2002 , the 
DEP 
approved the o r i g i n al pla n in June 200 2 but l a st mont h r e j e c t e d the 
amended 
plan. 

In th e wake of l a st month' s announcement by Governor M i t t Romne y to 
enforce 
the 200 4 deadline , ther e has been much s p e c u l a t i o n around the 
750-megawatt 
pl a n t , whic h at peak c a p a c i t y provides enoug h e l e c t r i c i t y f o r 750,00 0 
homes 
and businesse s i n Massachusetts an d New Hampshire. Sale m Mayor Stanle y 
J. 
Usovicz J r . has demanded tha t the p l a n t, whic h i s the c i t y 's l a r g e s t 
taxpayer an d employs 168 workers, b e granted a n extension to 2006. 

Most of the appeal w i l l c o n s i s t s of a cross-examination o f witnesses, 
based 
on testimon y alread y submitte d t o the judge. PG& E and the DEP are 
p a r t i e s 
i n th e appeal, but are not the only e n t i t i e s i n v o l v e d . Th e 
Conservation Law 
Foundation i s an "i n t e r v e n e r "; the C i ty of Salem and Mirant, whic h owns 
a 
power pla n t in Sandwich, are " p a r t i c i p a n t s ." 

According t o Ed C o l e t t a, a  DEP spokesman, PG&E, the DEP, and the 
Conservation La w Foundation hav e alread y submitte d w r i t t e n testimony to 
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the 
agency, and w i ll a l s o hav e an opporutinty to cross examin e witnesses . 
They 
can a l s o presen t w r i t t e n b r i e f s t o Nee a f t er th e hearing ends . A s 
p a r t i c i p a n t s , th e C i ty o f Salem and Mirant can a l so submi t b r i e f s a f t e r 
the 
hearing, bu t cannot cross-examin e witnesses . C o l e t t a s a i d tha t Nee 
w i l l 
r u l e w i t h i n 4 5 days of r e c e i v i ng the w r i t t en b r i e f s . 
PG&E witnesses expecte d t o appear at the appeal i n c l u d e emission s 
c o n t r o l 
and p e r m i t t i n g consultants David Shott s and Charles Coope r of TRC 
Environmental, whic h work s out of Lowell and Lyndhurst, NJ ; Michael A. 
F i t z g e r a l d , genera l manager of the Salem Harbo r S t a t i o n powe r p l a n t ; 
and 
Steven Wahlert , engineerin g manager f o r Sargent &  Lundy, an I l l i n o i s 
energy 
c o n s u l t i n g group . Othe r witnesse s expecte d a t the appeal i n c l u d e 
Edward 
Braczyk, a  DEP environmental engineer , and B i ll Power s of the San 
Diego-based Power s Engineering , who has t e s t i f i ed f o r the Conservation 
Law 
Foundation. 

"We hope tha t the DEP w i l l tak e our argument i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
grant us 
the 200 6 date, " s a i d Shaw n Cooper, a PG&E spokesperson . 

Cooper s a i d he expects th e p l a nt to be s o l d t h i s year , but b e l i e v es any 
company tha t would operat e th e p l a nt in the fut u re could not comply 
with the 
st a t e ' s 200 4 deadline . H e al s o s a i d tha t PG&E does not have the money 
to 
i n v e s t i n the emissions c o n t r o l upgrad e and would c l o s e the plant if 
necessary. 

" I f ou r appeals ar e denied, the n we w i l l l i k e l y begi n the process of 
announcing tha t we w i l l hav e to c l o se the p l a n t, becaus e we w i l l not 
operate 
the p l a n t i f we're not in compliance," s a i d Cooper . 

Cooper s a i d tha t i f the DEP r u l e s agains t PG&E, the company woul d 
consider 
appealing the d e c i s i on agai n to the DEP, or to a s t a t e court . 

Toni Hick s is a s t a f f attorne y f o r the Conservation Law Foundation , 
which is 
representing a  group of 55 c i t i z e n s an d advocacy group s i n c l u d i n g 
HealthLink, th e Wenham Lake Watershe d A s s o c i a t i o n , an d Clean Wate r 
A c t i o n . 
Hicks b e l i e v e s that the s t a te need s to set a strong preceden t in 
enfor c i n g 
i t s ow n law, whic h r e q u i r e s the p l a nt to reduce th e emissions of 
nit r o g e n 

oxide and s u l f ur d i o x i d e by as much as 50 percent a  year . 

Byproducts o f n i t r o g en oxide and s u l f ur d i o x i d e have been l i n k e d to 
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