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Rock History Revamp Overview:

This nine-lesson unit is designed to be taught in a 7th or 8th Grade General Music class.
While they were written to fill a 15-20 minute segment of class time, they could easily be
extended to fit the needs of a different class. The content of these lessons is “Rock History,”
starting in the 1800s and continuing till present day. While obviously not every band, artist, or
movement can be covered in this short amount of time, an effort was made to include the most
important cornerstones of the genre.

For the format of the lessons, the first eight are informal “lectures,” where students are
encouraged to answer questions and engage in thoughtful discussion. Additionally, each of the
first eight lessons has a corresponding question worksheet, which the students are required to fill
out during class time. These are the unit's main form of formative assessment. The summative
assessment is delivered in lesson nine in the form of a game-show style trivia competition. In this
lesson, students will compete in predetermined-teams to answer questions pertaining to each of
the areas covered in the first eight lessons.

Because of the lessons’ flexible nature, this document is not supposed to be a
step-by-step guide of how to teach them. Rather, it will provide the main ideas behind each
lesson, some strategies of how to deliver the content, and the different assessment tools being
employed.

Lastly, do not treat these lessons as individual entities, but as part of a larger whole. Take
any opportunity to have students recall information from previous lessons to inform the current
lesson. This is not only a great way of tying the material together, but also an opportunity to
assess students’ knowledge.

___________________________________

Rock History I

Teaching Materials
- Rock History I slideshow
- Rock History I worksheet

Lesson Overview:
This lesson introduces the origins of Rock and Roll, starting from its roots in the music of

the 1800s, and going until its conception in the 1950s and early 60s. A crucial component of the
lesson is to emphasize the impact artists of color had on the genre and the racist motives behind
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the backlash to artists like Chuck Berry and Fats Domino. It is designed to lead directly into
introducing the most notable example of “whitewashed” rock & roll: Elvis, who will be a
primary focus on Lesson 2.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- As with every lesson in this unit, ask lots of leading questions. Don’t treat these as

lectures where you are delivering information. The goal is to engage the students by
leading them to make discoveries on their own.

- The legend of Robert Johnson’s supposed “deal with the devil” is purposefully omitted
from this lesson as it is an entirely unconfirmed story that only serves to undermine
Johnson’s talent and impact on the genre. You could argue that the Rocket 88 story about
the amp falling off the car serves a similar purpose, but in my opinion that is a more
credible story that also doesn’t rob the artists of the credit. If you want, you can bring the
students’ attention to these things, as well as the “Johnny B Goode” scene in Back to the
Future, as attempts to continually discredit artists of color and/or centering white figures
as the real creators of the genre.

- You can draw a direct parallel from the backlash of Rock and Roll to the backlash against
Hip-Hop/Rap, both past and present. This backlash stems from the same roots as it did in
the 1950s: racism and moral panics.

Assessment tools:
- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History I Question Worksheet:

1. What genres is Rock and Roll a combination of? (Hint: there are four)
Answer: Bluegrass, R&B, Gospel, Jazz

2. What is said to be the first “Rock & Roll” song?
Answer: Rocket 88

3. What prejudice was really behind the media & general public’s aversion to Rock
& Roll music?

Answer: Racism

Video Links:
- Cross Road Blues - Robert Johnson (1936)
- 1951 Jackie Brenston Rocket "88" (#1 R&B hit)
- Chuck Berry - Johnny B. Goode (Live 1958)
- Fats Domino - Ain't That A Shame (1956) 4K
- Preaching against rock and roll (1950's)
- KWK 1958: Rock and Roll Has Got to Go!
- Pat Boone - Aint That A Shame

https://youtu.be/GtDlZdhHRCI
https://youtu.be/260hXID0Yo0
https://youtu.be/6ROwVrF0Ceg
https://youtu.be/2FDYyf8Kqrs
https://youtu.be/9gQV15DPvyE
https://youtu.be/9I0poZE5w6E
https://youtu.be/Z8dx0oE--VI
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Slides:
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Rock History I Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. What genres is Rock and Roll a combination of? (Hint: there are four)

2. What is said to be the first “Rock & Roll” song?

3. What prejudice was really behind the media & general public’s
aversion to Rock & Roll music?



9

Rock History II

Teaching Materials
- Rock History II slideshow
- Rock History II worksheet

Lesson Overview:
This lesson covers the origin of Elvis and the sterilization of Rock & Roll that came in a

post-Elvis world. It goes up until the early 60s, and teases the British Invasion as the thing that
would “save” rock. It is important to emphasize the commercialization of Rock that was taking
place around this time, which can easily be paralleled to the commercialization of Rap/Hip-Hop
that is taking place today. The videos of Fabian and the American Bandstand episode are
examples of how bland and uninteresting Rock had become since its inception.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- When discussing how Elvis’ style was an amalgamation of different genres, ask if the

students know any artists that are had to put under a specific “genre” label. This
phenomenon has become more and more prevalent as we get more and more access to
other cultures. Here are some artists I thought of:

- Taylor Swift
- Drake
- The 1975
- Tyler The Creator

- When talking about the cover of That’s All Right, you can ask for a definition of what a
cover is and if they know any covers that are more popular than the original. Here are
some examples:

- “I Will Always Love You” by Whitney Houston (Originally by Dolly Parton)
- “Respect” by Aretha Franklin (Originally by Otis Redding)
- “Twist & Shout” by The Beatles (Originally by The Isley Brothers)

- When talking about the “watering down” of Rock and Roll, ask if there are any examples
of artists or songs today that they feel are less interesting, mainstream versions of music
that you like. If they can’t think of anything, lead their attention to how the Rap music
played on the radio is not like the Rap they would listen to, whether that be clean versions
or different songs entirely.

- Point out how Elvis’ cover of That’s All Right getting the credit instead of Arthur
Crudup’s original is a perfect example of what was happening during this time, with
white artists taking songs that black artists wrote and making them more popular.

Assessment tools:
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- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History II Question Worksheet:

1. What is the name of the song that launched Elvis Presley into stardom and who
originally wrote it?

Answer: That’s All Right, Arthur Crudup
2. Where was Elvis sent in 1958 to hide from the controversy garnered over his

performances?
Answer: The War

3. What was the name of the popular 50s/60s television show that featured teenagers
dancing to Top 40 hits?

Answer: American Bandstand

Video Links:

- That's All Right
- Elvis Presley - That's All Right (Official Audio)
- Elvis Presley "Hound Dog" on The Ed Sullivan Show
- Fabian - Tiger
- American Bandstand - November 9, 1963- FULL EPISODE

Slides:

https://youtu.be/a4IILmBqaD8
https://youtu.be/DCP_g7X31nI
https://youtu.be/sGZm7EOamWk
https://youtu.be/4eoRPW79iSw
https://youtu.be/J2U35gkgb40
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Rock History II Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. What is the name of the song that launched Elvis Presley into
stardom and who originally wrote it?

2. Where was Elvis sent in 1958 to hide from the controversy garnered
over his performances?

3. What was the name of the popular 50s/60s television show that
featured teenagers dancing to Top 40 hits?
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Rock History III

Teaching Materials
- Rock History III worksheet
- Rock History III slideshow

Lesson Overview:
This lesson covers the British Invasion and its impact on Rock History. Since there is

limited time, only two bands can be covered in some detail, which in this case is The Beatles and
The Rolling Stones. However, there is a slide listing some of the other big British Invasion acts,
so you can extrapolate on that how you wish. The slide on the Beach Boys is meant to be a
representation of the effect the British Invasion had on American Rock music. The Beach Boys
originally played very basic “surf” rock, but were inspired by Rubber Soul to create Pet Sounds.
The final slide is meant to be posed as a question to tease the next lesson, which is on the impact
the Vietnam War and the Civil Rights movement had on Rock.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- Emphasize the importance that the Ed Sullivan Show had on music at the time. The show

was watched by everyone and if you were on it it meant you had made it. This can
possibly be paralleled/compared to something in the music business today.

- Use Beatlemania to explore the idea of fan culture and how it has evolved over time.
Today, we don’t often have this level of craze over a person or group of people because
the internet allows us much more access to these people’s lives. Still, there are cases
where it does happen today.

- The fact that The Beatles got popular on their original songs instead of their covers is a
change from how Rock has worked previously and should be noted.

- The Rolling Stones should be directly compared to The Beatles. The similarities and
differences between their Ed Sullivan performances should be discussed as well as how
their musical and stylistic progression paralleled The Beatles in the 60s.

- When playing God Only Knows, play some of the beginning and then the instrumental
break at the middle of the song

Assessment tools:

- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History III Question Worksheet:

1. Who was the person who discovered The Beatles and became their first manager?
Answer: Brian Epstein
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2. What was the name of The Rolling Stone’s first top 10 single?
Answer: Time Is On My Side

3. What is the name of the 1966 Beach Boys album that featured a lot of
experimental techniques and stretched the limits of what a “pop album” could be?

Answer: Pet Sounds

Video Links:

- The Beatles - I Want To Hold Your Hand - Performed Live On The Ed Sullivan Show
2/9/64

- A taste of Beatlemania in the 1960s
- The Rolling Stones - Around and Around
- The Beach Boys - Surfin' USA
- Beach Boys - God Only Knows lyrics (Lyric Video)

Slides:

https://youtu.be/jenWdylTtzs
https://youtu.be/jenWdylTtzs
https://youtu.be/7mw1D3HTGng
https://youtu.be/Sq_1Wl0mfbw
https://youtu.be/EDb303T-B1w
https://youtu.be/AifqxMaURFI
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Rock History III Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. Who was the person who discovered The Beatles and became their
first manager?

2. What was the name of The Rolling Stone’s first top 10 single?

3. What is the name of the 1966 Beach Boys album that featured a lot of
experimental techniques and stretched the limits of what a “pop
album” could be?
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Rock History IV

Teaching Materials
- Rock History IV worksheet
- Rock History IV slideshow

Lesson Overview:
This lesson discusses the political and social issues of 1960s America and how those

issues affected the music of the time. Unlike the other lessons in this unit, this is one where there
is a chance not every topic can be covered in 15-20 minutes. This means the teacher must make
some choices about which things to or not to talk about. The beginning of the presentation is
crucial, as it sets up the political & social conflict, but the rest of the lesson is split into two
sections: Folk Music and Woodstock. One way to save time would be to omit the Bob Dylan
lyric analysis, or to leave out the part where you talk about how many people went to
Woodstock. Again, it is the teacher’s choice to decide what to and not to include. The final slide
is a tease for the next two lessons, which will cover the different Rock genres that came as a
result of the 60s.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- Don’t just tell the students what the political and social issues of 1960s America were.

Determine prior knowledge, ask questions, draw connections, etc. This is where Rock
History is really just History.

- The view of folk music as “of the people” and “anti-establishment” should be
emphasized enough so that the students could guess why there was backlash to Dylan
going electric. You can ask if the students know of any other artists that made a
controversial genre switch.

- How the lyric analysis is run is largely up to the teacher. Have the students first analyze
who he is speaking to in each verse and then discuss what he is telling them. You can
point out the poetic structure of the song, how each verse is a message to a different
group of people, separated by harmonica solos.

- Have the students analyze Jimi Hendrix’s performance of Star-Spangled Banner. Why do
they think it sounds the way it does? Could the distorted sounds have any other meaning?

Assessment tools:

- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History IV Question Worksheet:

1. What were the two major social issues in 1960s America?
Answer: The Vietnam War and The Civil Rights Movement

2. What did Bob Dylan do that made his fans so angry?
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Answer: Went electric
3. What patriotic song did Jimi Hendrix cover at Woodstock?

Answer: The Star Spangled Banner

Video Links:
- Anti war demonstrators storm Pentagon 1967
- Bob Dylan - The Times They Are A-Changin' (Official Audio)
- Bob Dylan Live at the Newport Folk Festivalk
- Jimi Hendrix - The Star Spangled Banner [ National Anthem ] ( Live at Woodstock 1969

)

Slides:

https://youtu.be/88vf1xvXa10
https://youtu.be/90WD_ats6eE
https://youtu.be/G8yU8wk67gY
https://youtu.be/sjzZh6-h9fM
https://youtu.be/sjzZh6-h9fM
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Rock History IV Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. What were the two major social issues in 1960s America?

2. What did Bob Dylan do that made his fans so angry?

3. What patriotic song did Jimi Hendrix cover at Woodstock?
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Rock History V

Teaching Materials
- Rock History V worksheet
- Rock History V slideshow

Lesson Overview:
This is the first in a two part lesson series about the different Rock genres of the 70s. The

opening two slides are supposed to show the transition from the 60s to 70s, and how even big
bands like The Beatles had been starting to experiment with new sounds and styles towards the
latter half of the decade. The Beatles breaking up in 1970 can be seen as a microcosm of the
Rock genre breaking off into different paths. This lesson covers two of the more popular genres
of the 1970s: Soft Rock/Folk and Pop/Arena Rock. For each of these, I chose specific artists to
highlight and then listed some other examples. Obviously, as with this whole unit, there is a lot
of ground to cover in a short amount of time, so the idea is to give a general overview, not dive
deep on one topic specifically.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- Depending on time allowed, it may be fun to play a song from each of the Beatles debut

solo albums to highlight their differences.
- Highlight the importance of Fleetwood Mac having two women singer songwriters.

Maybe play one of the songs by Christine McVie along with Dreams (Everywhere,
Songbird, etc.)

Assessment tools:

- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History V Question Worksheet:

1. How did the lyrical content of Soft Rock and Folk music differ from that of 60s
Rock?

Answer: It was less politically minded and more introspective and simple
2. What made Fleetwood Mac stand out from other rock bands of the time?

Answer: Two of the members were women who contributed lyrically and
musically

3. True or False: Elton John wrote his own lyrics
Answer: False

Video Links:
- Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds
- Helter Skelter (2018 Mix)

https://youtu.be/l7x-0c9jl4Y
https://youtu.be/Uk1hCSA89fc
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- James Taylor - Fire And Rain (BBC In Concert, 11/16/1970)
- Fleetwood Mac - Dreams (Official Music Video)
- Elton John - Tiny Dancer (Live in 1970)
- Elton John - Bennie and the Jets (1976) Live at Earl's Court, London

Slides:

https://youtu.be/_1nKGVDhQ60
https://youtu.be/Y3ywicffOj4
https://youtu.be/B0W6jCOggWQ
https://youtu.be/qLqbWhUDNrQ
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Rock History V Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. How did the lyrical content of Soft Rock and Folk music differ from
that of 60s Rock?

2. What made Fleetwood Mac stand out from other rock bands of the
time?

3. True or False: Elton John wrote his own lyrics
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Rock History VI

Teaching Materials
- Rock History VI worksheet
- Rock History VI slideshow

Lesson Overview:
This is the second in a two part lesson series about the different Rock genres of the 70s.

This lesson focuses on some of the less popular and niche genres of the time. This can be directly
connected to the students' experience today, with niche and microgenres being more popular than
ever before. The genres that are focused on are: Hard Rock, Art Rock, and Funk. On the final
slide, a list of some other genres of the time is provided to give an idea of how many genres
came out of the 1970s.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- See if the students can name any niche or microgenres they listen to before revealing the

list on the slide. Give examples they would recognize from some of these genres to
further the real-world connection being made.

- As with Fleetwood Mac in Lesson V, the importance of The Runaways as an all-women
Rock band should not be understated.

- Art Rock is a great example of how some genres of this time can be better described as
conglomerations of other genres. Connect this back to Rock History I, where we learned
that Rock itself was a combination of genres. We are at the point in history where Rock is
established enough to be combined with other established genres.

- Use the backing beat in the James Brown clip to hint at the emergence of Hip-Hop that
was to come in the next decade. Funk music can also be contrasted with the other two
genres as a stripping down of Rock music to its roots.

Assessment tools:
- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History VI Question Worksheet:

1. What band is arguably the most popular example of 70s Hard Rock?
Answer: Led Zeppelin

2. What are the two non-Rock musical genres that Art Rock takes inspiration from?
Answer: Jazz and Classical music

3. What made Funk music feel more “classic” than other Rock music of the time?
Answer: It has direct roots to R&B and gospel music

Video Links:
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- Led Zeppelin - The Ocean (Live at Madison Square Garden 1973)
- The Runaways - School Days (1977) • TopPop
- I'm Waiting For The Man
- James Brown Cold Sweat Live 1968
- Cold Sweat (Instrumental)

Slides:

https://youtu.be/mqgyD_yTWCU
https://youtu.be/HYxUAeEs8mE
https://youtu.be/99og_g7rXnA
https://youtu.be/tvltTXEg5kI
https://youtu.be/QI81IVr0ZT4
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Rock History VI Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. What band is arguably the most popular example of 70s Hard Rock?

2. What are the two non-Rock musical genres that Art Rock takes
inspiration from?

3. What made Funk music feel more “classic” than other Rock music of
the time?
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Rock History VII

Teaching Materials
- Rock History VII worksheet
- Rock History VII slideshow

Lesson Overview:
This lesson is all about Rock and Roll in the 1980s, and how at this point it was getting harder to
define what Rock and Roll actually was. This stage of Rock is a transition point from the 1970s,
where we had somewhat definable genres, to the present day where genres are basically
non-existent. At the start of the lesson, Guns and Roses are given as an example of Mainstream
Rock, which is definitely not bad, but lacks a bit of innovation and originality. The main focus of
this lesson is on the genres Punk and New Wave, which are examples of 80s genres that change
the conventions of Rock in different ways. For punk music, I picked The Clash to focus on
because they have an easy connection to the students’ experience (Stranger Things), and because
they have a good mix of more classic punk as well as experimental genre mixing later in their
discography. For New Wave I chose Talking Heads, mostly because they are a bit more
experimental and more diverse than other New Wave bands of the time.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- When discussing Guns and Roses, make sure not to say the music is bad, because it isn’t.

Instead, highlight that while it may be enjoyable, it is not very interesting music to
discuss in a class like this because they didn’t do a lot to innovate the genre. With the
short amount of time these lessons provide, we have to pick and choose who to focus on
based on which artists did that most to shape the history of Rock and Roll.

- Introduce The Clash by seeing if the students can guess where they may have heard a
song by them before. After some guesses, play the song “Should I Stay or Should I Go.”

- Besides their genre blending, one thing to highlight about The Clash is their emphasis on
activism and raising awareness for marginalized groups. This was radical for the time and
can even be compared to someone like Bob Dylan.

- Talking Heads can be used to show how video was starting to be just as important as
audio in Rock and Roll

- Emphasize all the different instruments being used in the “Burning Down The House”
video. Some are traditional Rock instruments, but there are also synths, a bass synth, and
tons of percussion instruments.

Assessment tools:
- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History VII Question Worksheet:
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1. What are two genres that emerged in the 70s and 80s that pushed the limits of
what rock could be?

Answer: Punk and New Wave
2. What made The Clash different from other punk bands of the time?

Answer: They rejected nihilism and tried to enact change
3. What is the name of the Talking Heads’ acclaimed concert documentary?

Stop Making Sense

Video Links:
- Guns N' Roses - Sweet Child O' Mine (Official Music Video)
- The Clash - London's Burning (Official Audio)
- The Clash - Straight to Hell (Official Audio)
- Talking Heads - Once in a Lifetime (Official Video)
- Talking Heads - [4k Remaster] - Stop Making Sense (Full Show)

Slides:

https://youtu.be/1w7OgIMMRc4
https://youtu.be/I6XijqjtJoA
https://youtu.be/t7SvtikTkrM
https://youtu.be/5IsSpAOD6K8
https://youtu.be/-oVami1uT7Q
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Rock History VII Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. What are two genres that emerged in the 70s and 80s that pushed
the limits of what rock could be?

2. What made The Clash different from other punk bands of the time?

3. What is the name of the Talking Heads’ acclaimed concert
documentary?



55

Rock History VIII

Teaching Materials
- Rock History VIII worksheet
- Rock History VIII slideshow

Lesson Overview:
This lesson is a very general overview of Rock from the 1990s to Present. While there are

obviously a ton of Rock artists we could discuss from that time, it isn’t easily definable as Rock
and doesn’t push the history forward much, so it isn’t worth discussing for the purposes of this
unit. The Grunge movement is highlighted to represent the 90s because it was youth-led. This
was a change of pace from 70s and 80s rock and it felt like a return to what made the 50s and 60s
exciting. Nirvana is obviously the main band focused on in this segment. The big focus of the
2000s is the inclusion of more women in the genre, shown using the bands No Doubt and
Paramore. There is also a slide of some current Women Rock artists who are at this point in time
doing more to keep Rock alive than Men. The “State of Mainstream Rock” slide is obviously one
that will evolve over time, but for at least the next 5 years should be able to remain the same
format. Go through the most recent Rock Grammy award nominees (usually they are all old
bands, not really rock, or both), and then play some of the songs on the Rock charts. For all the
times I’ve taught this lesson, the song at #1 has been something that barely sounds like Rock
and the students are usually appalled that it is defined as Rock at all. The final slide should be
more of a discussion/conclusion to the unit. While conclusions may differ by who the teacher is,
my general conclusion is that Rock is no longer a definable genre. Like R&B and Blues before it,
it has become so baked into Western Music that there is really no “pure” Rock and Roll music
anymore. This is how all genres work as they get more established, and if anything it is a
testament to the lasting nature of the genre that people wanted to at its inception.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- At least at this point in time, you can connect Nirvana to the students’ experiences by

pointing out the use of “Something in the Way” in The Batman and its subsequent
popularity on TikTok.

- Point out how in both the No Doubt and Paramore video neither singer is playing guitar.
Instead, they are moving around the stage, amping up the crowd. This shows the
emphasis on the theatrical nature of Rock music.

- Have students name an artist from the list on slide 8 to hear a song from
- Make students guess what they think will be #1 on the Billboard Rock Charts before

revealing it

Assessment tools:
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- Leading questions, HOT (higher order thinking) questions, and class discussion
- Rock History VIII Question Worksheet:

1. True or False: Nirvana only played fast and “heavy” Rock music
Answer: False

2. Who is the lead singer of No Doubt?
Answer: Gwen Stefani

3. Who is one Woman Rock artist working today (pick one from the list on screen)?
Answer: Snail Mail, Lucy Dacus. Beabadoobee, Soccer Mommy, Japanese
Breakfast, Phoebe Bridgers, Mitski, Julien Baker, or Boygenius

Video Links:
- Nirvana - Something In The Way (Live On MTV Unplugged Unedited, 1993)
- No Doubt - I'm Just a Girl (Live @ Calfornia 1995)
- Paramore - Still Into You [Live@Rock Am Ring 2013]
- Paramore - Still Into You (Studio Vocals)
- Snail Mail: Glory | The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon

Slides:

https://youtu.be/1YhR5UfaAzM
https://youtu.be/KLn80aPG3uE
https://youtu.be/e4OtT6-dyBY
https://youtu.be/wrCxfWVuDXU
https://youtu.be/QgNwXr366Zo
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Rock History VIII Questions
Answers to all three questions will be revealed in the lesson if you pay attention!

Name:

1. True or False: Nirvana only played fast and “heavy” Rock music

2. Who is the lead singer of No Doubt?

3. Who is one Woman Rock artist working today (pick one from the list
on screen)?
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Rock History Trivia

Teaching Materials
- Rock History Trivia slideshow
- Trivia Question Cards for each group (6 pieces of paper that say A, B, C, D, True, and

False

Lesson Overview:
This lesson acts as the summative assessment for the unit. Students will break into even

groups and answer the questions on the screen for points. Points will be kept track of as the game
goes and whoever has the most points wins. These questions are listed in chronological order of
each lesson, and many of them come from the Rock History Question Worksheets. This gives the
students an opportunity to not only recall knowledge from all eight lessons, but also see the
overall picture of Rock History more clearly. I picked this format for the Trivia over a software
like Kahoot for a couple reasons. Firstly, I think the small group work gives more chances for
students to talk through their answers and exchange information with each other. Secondly, the
act of doing a Kahoot today reads less as a serious lesson and more as a filler lesson. Because
this is a summative assessment, I want the students to feel like they need to take this seriously.
Thirdly, it takes away the distraction of computers as well as the opportunity to look up answers.
Lastly, every time I do this format for trivia games students seem way more engaged than with
Kahoots, because it is something that feels fresh.

Recommendations/Ideas:
- Obviously, give 30-60 seconds for students to discuss their answers. Use some sort of

music (an easy go-to is the Jeopardy theme) to give the students an idea of how much
time they have left. When everyone is ready to answer, countdown from 3 and have
groups raise their cards at the same time. If a group is late to hold up their card, their
answer does not count. This is to make sure no group cheats by looking at someone else’s
answer before holding up their own.

- The “Risk It All” slide allows the groups to wager their points on the next question. If
they get the question right, they will double their wager, but if they get it wrong they lose
their wager. Groups must wager before seeing the question and must at least wager one
point.

- For a tiebreaker, ask other questions on the Rock History Question Worksheets that were
not used

Assessment tools:
- This lesson acts as the final summative assessment
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