OMNI PARKER HOUSE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
May 11, 1993

Welcome to the New England Circle

This evening’s discussion on “Why Race Matters”
features Cornel West, noted author, professor, pre-
acher, activist and self -described “intellectual freedom-
fighter.” It will be moderated by Margo Storm,
Executive Director of FACING HISTORY AND
OURSELVES.

On the heels of the anniversary of the L.A. riots, and
the more recent discordancy in South Boston, tonight’s
conversation will be an interactive examination of our
nation’s racial dilemmas and in the words of our
speaker, “a call for moral regeneration and profound
social change.”

The New England Circle evolved out of a 19th-
century tradition called the Saturday Club, a group of
concerned individuals such as Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and James Russell
Lowell who gathered monthly at the Parker House for
lively discussions. Cornel West has been described by
Henry Louis Gates as “our Black Jeremiah” and by
Harvard Divinity School's Dean Ronald Theimann as,
“the only person on the intellectual scene capable of
inheriting the mantle of Reinhold Niebuhr.”

Tonight, we invite all of you, men and women of dif-
ferent cultures, political persuasions and professions to
share your thoughts and concerns about racial discourse
in this city and country. Please also join us in welcoming
Comel West back to Boston and into the New
England Circle.

A special thanks to Wendy Strothman and Dan
O’Connell of Beacon Press for helping make this event
possible and for generously providing copies of

RACE MATTERS.
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JOYCE FERRIABOUGH, Media and Political Strategist, Public
Relations Plus, Cambridge, MA

DIANNA FISH, ESL Educator, Providence, R.I. School Systems,
Providence, RI

JOVITA FONTANEZ, Commissioner, Boston Election Department,
Boston, MA

HELEN FOUHEY, Outward Bound, Thompson Island, South
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ROBERT L. KUTTNER, Editor, The American Prospect,
Cambridge, MA

LAUREN KWAN, Program Officer, Teens as Community Resources,
Boston, MA

GLYNN LLOYD, Director, The Youth Entrepreneurship Program,
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ALICE MARKOWICZ, Independent Film Producer, Arlington, MA
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MICHAEL T. MYERS, M.D., Medical Department, MIT,
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HONORABLE DAVID S. NELSON, Judge, United States Federal
District Court, Boston, MA
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BIK FUNG NG, Festival Director, Boston Asian Festival,
Boston, MA
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ALVIN F. POUSSAINT, M.D., Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard
Medical School, Boston, MA
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Omni Parker House, Boston, MA
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Development Fund, Amherst, MA
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Edward M. Kennedy, Boston, MA

WILLIE TOLLIVER, Professor, School of Social Work, Boston
University, Boston, MA

CATHA TREMBLAY, Assistant Vice President, Corporate
Information Systems, Boston, MA
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Institute, Boston, MA
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JUANITA B. WADE, President and CEO, Freedom House, Inc.,
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PATRICK WALKER, Professor, University of Massachusetts Graduate
School of Education, Boston, MA

JUDY WEISS, Project Manager, Massachusetts Department of Public
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CORNEL WEST, Author, “RACE MATTERS”, Princeton, NJ
ELLENI WEST, Princeton, NJ

GERALYN WHITE, Program Director, New England Circle,
Cambridge, MA
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Round Table, Boston, MA

KAREN WONG, Founder, Hobbamock Design, Boston, MA

NEW ENGLAND CIRCLE
Founded 1974.

New England Circle is a nonprofi,
nonpartisan foundation for educational purposes.




Circles Past...
For more than sixteen years we have enjoyed a lively and stimu-
lating exchange of views and ideas. Some Circle topics and
Discussion Leaders have been:

INDUSTRY / ECONOMICS / CITIES
NEIGHBORHOODS / FARM CRISIS

Jimmy Breslin Bill Moyers
Doug Fraser Ralph Nader
John Kenneth Galbraith Robert Reich
Tom Harkin Jim Rouse
Ed Koch Warren Rudman
Stanislav Menshikov Andy Young
WORLD PEACE / NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL
Daniel Berrigan George Kistaikowsky
Rev. William Sloane Coffin Henry Cabot Lodge
Roger Fisher Ed Markey
John Hume Inga Thorsson
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Ed Asner Robert McNamara
Mubarak Awad Michael Manley
Jennifer Casolo Reverend Beyers Naude
Charlie Clements Chris Norton
Douglas Farah Clara Lopez Obregon
Paul Fitzgerald Yosef Olmert
Tom Gibb Tony O'Reilly
Allen Gotlieb Jim Shannon
Michael Harrington Frank Smyth
Bianca Jaggar Oliver Tambo
Mickey Leland Archbishop Desmond Tutu

William Webster

CONGRESS / POLITICS / THE PRESIDENCY

Sarah Brady Ted Kennedy
Hodding Carter III Madeliene Kunin
Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Tom Mclntyre
William Cohen George Mitchell
Henry Steele Commager “Tip” O'Neill
Governor Ken Curtis Jody Powell
Barney Frank N. “Pete” Shields
Mark Gerzon John Sununu
Dick Goodwin Dick Thomburgh

Maxine Waters

HUMAN RIGHTS

Harry Belafonte Isabel Letelier
Julian Bond Reverend Paul Mayer
Victoria Garron de Doryan Margaret Papandreou

Marian Wright Edelman Carmen Saenz de Phillips

Geraldine Ferraro Martin Sheen

Jane Fonda Mitch Snyder

Dick Gregory Gloria Steinem

Henry Hampton Susan Wood

Coretta Scott King Donald Woods



