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CONTRACT 

BACKGROUND 

Since September 1996,1 have been part of a group convened by the Hennigan 

Community Center Advisory Board. The Community Center is based in the Hennigan 

Elementary School in the Hyde Square neighborhood of Jamaica Plain, in Boston. We have 

been meeting to discuss the possibilities for development along Heath St., which is a major 

street running through our community. 

Heath St. runs roughly east-west. It is a fairly short and much-used street which 

cuts across the area from Columbus Ave., a major north/south avenue, and South 

Huntington Ave, which leads to Jamaica Plain center in one direction and to Rte. 9, 

Brookline and eventually the Mass. Pike in the other. Consequently, Heath St. carries a lot 

of traffic, much of it just passing through the neighborhood. The Hennigan School is 

located at the west end of the south side of Heath St.; at the other end, on the same side of 

the street, is Bromley-Heath, a large public housing project. Across Heath St. is the 

neighborhood in which I live, called the Back of the Hill (the "back" side of Mission Hill, 

in Roxbury, the "front" being the side that faces downtown Boston.) 

All three communities have active community organizations: Hyde/Jackson Sq. 

has the Hyde Sq. Task Force and the Neighborhood Development Corp. of J.P. (NDC). On 

Mission Hill there is the Back of the Hill (BOTH) CDC and Neighborhood Housing 

Services. Bromley-Heath is run by TMC, the Tenant Management Corp. Within the last 

10-15 years, both BOTH CDC and NDC have constructed affordable housing in the area 

(condominiums, co-ops and rentals.) The Bricklayers Union constructed 160 units of 

mixed income condos on the Back of the Hill. The NDC co-developed a supermarket and 



health clinic in Jackson Sq. Bromley-Heath is currently undergoing major renovations. 

NHS manages a revolving loan fund and has been involved in an extensive planning 

process for a commercial development in Brigham Circle, on the front of Mission Hill. 

People who grew up around here remember when Heath St. was more of a 

neighborhood street, the north side lined with residences. Many of those houses have 

been torn down and replaced by vacant lots. These vacant lots have become places used 

for drug activities and prostitution. 

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

If no solution is found, Heath St., rather than linking the three neighborhoods 

adjacent to it will continue to attract drug activities, prostitution and abandoned cars, and 

an area which has been working to develop affordable housing and small businesses will 

suffer continued disinvestment and deterioration. 

GOAL 

The Hennigan Advisory Board, galvanized by the allegation that prostitutes were 

using the lots across from the school's playground, invited several other local community 

groups to a meeting to discuss possible courses of action. Representatives of the BOTH 

CDC, Bromley-Heath TMC and JP NDC responded. We agreed that the first thing to do 

was to clean up the lots, to increase visibility and discourage drug users and prostitutes. 

We also agreed that a clean-up was only a short-term solution; that lots once cleared will 

become overgrown again, and that for a long-term solution we need to work to develop 

alternative uses for the empty lots. 

Interestingly, BOTH CDC was approached at the same time by the Prayer 

Foundation, an ecumenical organization which had a proposal for renovating an old 
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warehouse building on a piece of the property owned by Ruggles Baptist Church. They 

planned to create a furniture and appliance recycling operation, and they wanted the 

approval and support of the community for their project. We hope to be able to work 

with this organization and involve them in the larger development plan. 

The goal of the group now meeting (and still nameless), and of this project, is to 

create a community economic development plan for Heath St. Included in the goal for this 

project is to encourage and facilitate a collaborative effort on the participating community 

organizations which actively involves members of the three impacted communities. This 

effort should contribute to the ongoing process of reclaiming our neighborhoods, building 

a sense of shared community and "neighborhood pride" within the BOTH, Hyde/Jackson 

Sq. and Bromley-Heath communities. 

PROJECT PRODUCT 

By the end of this project period the group will have arrived at a development proposal 

for the abandoned properties along Heath St. through a participatory process involving 

residents of all three affected neighborhoods. We will have identified and be working 

with development partners and financial backers. We will be in a position to set into place 

a plan for an actual development process. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Clean up all vacant lots along Heath St. Ensure that the City of Boston and the Ruggles 

Baptist Church take responsibility for cleaning up the lots they own. Meet with 

representatives of the Ruggles Baptist Church and the Prayer Foundation to see what plans 

they may have for developing the properties. 



2. Complete a survey of residents of the three neighborhoods. Develop an understandin g 

of how the community views Heath St., and what changes and improvements the 

community would like to see and be likely to utilize. 

3. Identify and involve interested members of the community; and with their assistance, 

4. follow the survey effor t with a series of house meetings to develop a more thorough 

"needs analysis." 

5. Form a core group committed to pursuing development options. This group will work 

with the city of Boston and the Ruggles Baptist Church to determine their relationships to 

the project at its various stages. It w i ll also quantify and prioritize community needs and 

preferences for development on Heath St. 

6. Investigate and identify additional sponsors for development. With the assistance of 

others, identify potential options for financing and partnerships. 

7. Work with a skilled facilitator to set up public meetings or charettes, or "brainstormin g 

sessions." Use these sessions to encourage wild and creative thinking, which can lead to 

ideas which w i ll later be combined with information learned from the survey and house 

meeting components; 

8. Refine this synthesis of concepts into a tentative design proposal; utilize this proposal to 

solidify the commitment of sponsoring organizations, city agencies, etc. 

9. Develop a course of action/strategy for pursuing the development of the propert y 

along Heath St 

PARTICIPANTS 

1. Representatives from community organizations: JP NDC, BOTH CDC, Bromley-Heath 

TNC, the Hennigan Advisory Board and perhaps others. 



2. Representatives of Ruggles Baptist Church, which i s the owner of a large segment of the 

vacant lots in question. 

3. Representatives of the Public Facilities Dept. of Boston, the other owner of the lots in 

question, and a possible source of funds and other resources. 

4. Interested individuals living in the neighborhoods of Hyde Sq., BOTH, and Bromley -

Heath. 

5. Sympathetic and supportive political figures (e.g. the district state representative and 

the area's city councilors.) 

6. As the process progresses the group of participants can be expected to include financia l 

sources (such as banks and foundations) and other possible development partners. 

TIMELINE 

October 1999. Clean up the vacant lots. Meet with Prayer Foundation representatives. 

November 1996: February 1997: Develop survey and survey residents of all three 

neighborhoods, to a total of at least 150 individuals . 

March -  A p r il 1997: Analyze survey results; plan for house meetings 

M a y -  June 1997: Hold house meetings with groups of 8 - 10; hold at least two i n each 

neighborhood. 

Summer 1997: Formulate core group. Analyze the information gathered through the 

surveys and house meetings. Approach th e city (probably the Public Facilities Dept.) and 

Ruggles Baptist Church fo r assistance and commitment. Plan for public meetings. 

(This piece may wel l extend into the fall.) 

Fall - Winter 1997: First public meeting, followed by analysis of the results of that 

meeting and planning for follow-up meeting. Continue to work with PFD an d the Ruggles 

Baptist Church. Investigate other possibilities for partnerships and financing . 



Winter 1997 - Spring 1998. Second public meeting. Clarify development proposal. 

Identify partners and funding sources. 

MINIMUM OBJECTIVES 

To generate a process of community participation for the purpose of creating a 

development proposal for Heath St.; to work towards this end by facilitating a 

collaboration among the residents of three neighborhoods and the members of four or 

more community organizations. 



Maggie Cohn 
March6, 1997 
Heath St. Revitalization -  revised timeline 

Oct 1996: clean-up of vacant lots 

Nov. 1996: Develop survey. Begin distribution (Lawn St. block party, BOTH) 

Dec. 1996 - Feb. 1997: Distribute survey through the following organizations and 
individuals: Bromley-Heath TMC (David) , Idalia at A ll Checks Cashed on Centre St., 
B OTH CDC boar d members, Martha Eliot Health Center (Vanessa), Hyde Sq. Co-op 
Housing board (Karen), Jim at Lenox-Martel. Begin to collect and tabulate completed 
surveys. 

March 1997: Establish committee independent of Hennigan Community Center 
Advisory Board. Continue to collect and tabulate surveys. 

April 1997: Develop workplan. Determine some initial "winnable" goals. 

May - July 1997: Follow through on tasks agreed to at April meeting. Work on 
feasibility study re: different kinds of development (stores , housing) with assistance from 
NDC. 

August 1997: Review feasibility studies. Revise and expand workplan. 

Sept 1997: Develop plan for broader community involvement (house meetings, focus 
groups.) Open discussion with city about development options . 

Oct - Nov. 1997: Hold house mtgs., focus groups, public mtgs., whatever, to get ideas 
and encourage involvement from neighborhood residents. Continue discussions with city 
and Ruggles Baptist Church. 

Dec. 1997 - Jan. 1998: Produce initial development concept. Begin to seek developers 
and funding. 

This timeline takes into consideration the fact that this project will move pretty slowly at 
this initial phase. I think it's very possible that this w i ll have to be revised/extended 
again. 



Maggie Cohn 
July, 199 7 

Heath St. Revitalization - revised timeline 

Oct. 1996: clean-up of vacant lots 

Nov. 1996: Develop survey. Begin distribution (Lawn St. block party, BOTH) 

Dec. 1996 - Feb. 1997: Distribute survey through the following organizations and 
individuals: Bromley-Heath T MC (David) , Idalia at A ll Checks Cashed on Centre St., 
B OTH CDC boar d members, Martha Eliot Health Center (Vanessa), Hyde Sq. Co-op 
Housing board (Karen), Jim at Lenox-Martel. Begin to collect and tabulate completed 
surveys. 

March 1997: Establish committee independent of Hennigan Community Center 
Advisory Board. Continue to collect and tabulate surveys. 

April 1997: Develop workplan. Determine some initial "winnable" goals. 

May - July 1997: Follow through on tasks agreed to at April meeting. Work on building 
core group; develop plan for outreach to neighborhoods; contact appropriate city 
agencies / individuals to discuss improvements (lighting, trees, signage...) 

Develop and circulate petition for improved lighting on Heath St.; submit to Dept. 
of Public Works. 

August 1997: Meet with representatives from the Neighborhood Development 
Corporation of JP to plan community meeting for developing "master plan" for Heath 
Street. 

Sept 1997: Develop plan for broader community meeting, other involvement (house 
meetings, focus groups?) Invite discussion with city about coordinating improvements . 

Oct 1997: Community Meeting. Get ideas and encourage involvement from 
neighborhood residents. Begin to develop Master Plan. Continue discussions with city 
and Ruggles Baptist Church. 

Fall Neighborhood Clean-up. Participation from City Year. 

Nov. 1997 - Jan. 1998: Feasibility study - get assistance from local college programs. 
Produce initia l development concep t 

1998 (and on): Begin to seek developers and funding. 



Hennigan Communit y Cente r 
Advisory Board . Meeting 

8/14/96 
6:00 P M 

Attendance: 
Peter Raftery, Alison Pultinas, Patrica S. Telaherty, Kay Gallagher , 
Ann Gallagher , Jamice Santor, Dadricia L., Ricahrd Grordono, 
John Wheeler, Sarah Griffen, Povell, Rick Yoper 

Board Members: 
Maria Alamo, Lois Yanney, Rick Johnson 

Maria Alamo, Chairperson, opened the discussion stating that the Hennigan 
Community Center Advisory Board Members would like to see the property across the 
street from the Hennigan School developed. Safety , lighting and jobs for youth were the 
chief reasons given. 

Kay Gallager gave a brief summary of several plans that were examined in the past. 
Stores, for example, were rejected as a possibility because they would generate, too much 
traffic for school children. Plumbing and electrica l shops were better possibilities because 
there would be less traffic involved. Patrici a Flaherty suggested that we first  find  out what 
the community would like to see on the property, at that point a "Wish List" would b e 
created, and then hire a Financial Consultant t o do a  feasibility study. 

Peter Raftery from Boston Neighborhood Resource Center spoke about how his 
organization would like to develop the Heath Street site. H e i s looking for a building to 
receive and recycl e goods. His project would provide volunteer opportunities for 
community people. Patrici a Tutti Finch commended the idea and sai d that the 
neighborhood needs community service jobs. 

Rich Yoder voiced his concerns about both air and noise pollution stemming from 
his experience wit h a former tenant on Heath Street. 

Robert Piatt hoped that developing the site would eliminate prostitution which is 
rampant in the area. Aliso n Pultinas suggested that Robert organize a neighborhood 
Crime Watch for Heath and Walden Street residents. Ka y Gallaghe r strongly seconded 
the suggestion. Aliso n offered her assistance to Robert, based on her experience wit h the 
Lawn Street group. 

— O v e r -



H e a t h S t r e e t D e v e l o p m e nt C o m m i t t ee M a r c h 5,199 7 

Agenda 

1. Introductions 

2. H i s t o ry of this grou p 

3. What has been done to date: clean-up of vacant lot s 

survey 

m a i l b o x petitio n 

Prayer Foundation proposal 

4. W hy i s each of us interested? What l e v e l of commitment can we make ? 

5. V i s i o n i n g: what w o u ld we l i k e H e a th St . to l o ok l i k e ? 

6. E s t a b l i sh next meeting time/meeting schedul e 

Thank you all for coming! 



Maggie Cohn 
Monthly Project Report: Heath St . Revitalizatio n 
March6, 1997 

1. Major events: Development beyond Hennigan Advisory Board into larger group 
involving various members of the community. 

2. People or organizations involved: There were 4 of us from the existing group: Bobby 
and Jennifer from the Community Center, and Alison and I . Sarah came, to offer TA 
from NDC; a condo-dweller from the Jefferson came (Derick Vance); Peter Raftery and 
a man named Jack Whalen came from the Boston Neighborhood Resourc e Center (also 
the Prayer Foundation?); and Jim Lerner came from Lenox Martel. We se t a second 
meeting fo r A p r i l 15, and I w i ll make another round of calls to try to get additional 
people to that meeting. I hope this w i ll grow into a solid group o f residents and business 
representatives... 

3. Problems: a) we still need more people. David Whorell from Bromley was not able to 
come, and we really  should have a rep. from  T MC workin g on this with us. 

b) many surveys still not back. Also, we can't be really sure what areas have 
been surveyed, since we didn't ask for addresses on the survey sheet. Tracking is possible 
only by knowing who was circulating them and what areas they covered... 

c) we need to gather a lot of information about how to do various things -
how to try to get better lighting, or trees... and we need a workplan. 

4. Efforts at problem resolution: a) I will make more calls, especially to try to get 
commitments from people who said they would tr y to attend and didn't. 

b) I have to get surveys from David (TMC), Lenox-Martel, Karen Chacon 
(Hyde Sq. Co-op Housing) and Vanessa (Martha Eliot Health Center.) 

c) I volunteered to get a copy o f the city's Capital Plan, which should say 
whether or not they have anything planned for Heath St. , and whether or not there's any 
money available for aesthetic improvements. Also , 

5. Next steps: see #4, above. Additionally, Alison will gather information about the 
history of Heath St . (named for Gen'l. William Heath.) At the next meeting we will look 
at the information we've gathered, look at the survey results, and develop a workplan. 

6. Lessons learned: Well, everything always takes longer than you'd think it would... and 
we spent some time worrying about Maria and her penchant fo r control, and then she 
didn't even come to the meeting! So don't go planning for anticipated negatives... 
although I don't think that should be a hard and fast rule. Sometimes it's important to 

have plans ready for possible negative occurrences. 



Maggie Cohn 
Project in CED: Th e Revitalizatio n of Heath Stree t 
Quarterly Report, April 5, 199 7 

1. Where the project stood at the beginning of the term: 

In January, we ha d completed the clean-up of the vacan t lots along Heath St . W e 

had created and begun to circulate a survey about the area's problems to area residents. 

The grou p was no t an independent entity; the Heath St . projec t was essentiall y a project 

of th e Henniga n Community School Advisory Board. 

I had an extremely ambitious timeline for moving forward on the revitalization of 

Heath St . This timeline has now bee n revised (twice) to what feels like a more attainable 

set o f goals. 

2. Activities undertaken thi s term: 

a. We expande d the distribution of surveys, working through a variety of 

community groups. 

b. I collected the completed surveys and compiled the data from the first  74 

returned. This was handed out to attendees at the meeting we hel d on March 5th. 

c. We schedule d and held a meeting as a group independent o f the Hennigan 

Community Center Advisory Board. People who ha d indicated on their completed 

surveys that they would be interested in attending meetings were called; four people wh o 

had not previously been to meetings came to the meeting on March 5th. (On e of these 

was Pete r Raftery, from a group which had earlier made a presentation to the Back of the 

H i l l CDC an d then to the Advisory Board about a proposed renovation and development 

of one parcel of land along Heath St.) 

d. Some initial tasks were agreed to by the group and taken on: researching the 

history of the area , obtaining a copy of the city' s capital plan, circulating a petition fo r 

mailboxes along Heath St. , and looking into upgrading the streetlights along Heath St. 

e. The nex t meeting was scheduled , for A pri l 15. 

f I  have made a round of calls to all who hav e indicated interest in working on 

this, both residents and loca l business people, inviting them to the meeting on April 15. 



3. Outcome of activities: 

The group has begun to have its own identit y - although it does not yet have a 

name. (Heath St. Neighbors? the Heath St . Project? It's on the agenda for 4/15.) 

Four new peopl e attended the March meeting. Several who sai d they would 

attend, did not. However , when I called everyone to inform them of th e nex t scheduled 

meeting, and we talke d a bit about what happened at the last meeting, quite a few went to 

get pens and paper t o note the date and place, so I am hopefu l they will attend. I plan to 

make a round of reminder calls the end of the week before the meeting. 

I also proposed to people that we have a brief one-on-one conversation prior to 

the nex t meeting, but only two were willing to give me th e time... Tve already held one 

interview and the second i s scheduled for the week of April 7. 

Alison has collected some interesting historical information about the old 

breweries in the area, and i s now pursuin g information about original colonizers of the 

area. I have met with the Jamaica Plain representative from the Mayor's Office of 

Neighborhood Service s and begun what w i ll no doubt be the long process of improving 

the stree t lighting. 

4. Problems encountered : 

I have had to develop an awareness that this is a project in its infancy. It has not 

been easy to motivate people to get their surveys back or to come to meetings (much less 

agree to one-on-ones!) 

City Hall is designed for those who alread y know their way aroun d it . Figuring 

out who t o talk to for what and then finding their office has been somewhat challenging. 

5. Additional support needed from program : 

I was happy to see that our (short) technical lesson before our Project group meets 

the week is on interviewing. I need help with organizing skills, with talking to people 

without feeling that I'm somehow imposing on them. I do think that I have gotten help 

from my projec t group in both this area and i n developing a more realistic timeline. 

6. Plans for the coming term : 

My initia l timeline called for house meetings to be planned and held in May an d 

June. From these meetings I envisioned an expansion and stabilization of th e cor e group. 



This expanded and stable neighborhood group would then approach the City and Ruggles 

Baptist Church for concrete assistance in planning for development of the area . 

The revised plan calls more humbly fo r continuing monthly meetings of our 

newly formed group throughout the summer. In May w e can participate in another city-

wide clean-up and remove the winter collection of trash from the vacant lots. We ca n 

take on some smaller, winnable tasks, such as the mailbox and streetlight campaigns. W e 

can begin the strategize as a group our future work: getting the residences and factories 

along the street cleaned up; developing a plan for involving and mobilizing the larger 

community i n the long-term plan for the development of vacant land on Heath St. 

We w i l l work on additional community outreach : public meetings, house 

meetings, focus groups etc . 



Heath St. meeting 

A g e n d a - A p r i l 15 , 199 7 

1. Introductions 

2. Review survey results 

3. Work Plan 

P r i o r i t i z e issues, ideas for actions, tasks 

4. Reports on mailbox petition, lighting, history research 

5. May 10 clean-up 

6. Adjourn 



Maggie Coh n 
Project: Heath St . Revitalizatio n 

Monthly Report, May 3, 1997 

1. Major events 
a. Presented at Mi s s i on H i l l Neighborhood Service s A n n u al Meeting. 
b. Tallied survey results - total 114 collected . 
c. Heath St . Neighbor s meeting held on A p r i l 15th. 9 in attendance. Group 

targeted 3 issues to start working on: lighting, traffic problems and plantin g trees. 
Decided to invite reps, from Mayor's offic e a nd from M a u ra Hennigan's offic e to 
our next meeting. Agree d to participate in M i s s i on H i l l Clean-up on May 10th . 

d. Talked to JP Neighborhood C o u n c i l Business Committee abou t the Heath 
St. Project ; they promised their support. 

e. Attended Community Policing meeting at station E-13 o n May 1st . Sgt . 
VanZandt offere d s u p p o rt It t u r ns out Heath St . i s spli t down the middle betwee n 
station E-13 an d statio n B-2. Dianne Quiroga from Maura's office was ther e and 
offered to help. 

2. People or organizations involved 
Individuals from the Jefferson condos have become more involved -

president of the board has agreed to attend next meeting, and continue on regula r 
basis. 

M a u r a Hennigan's offic e is getting involved; so is the Mayor's Offic e of 
Neighborhood Services . 

3. Problems 
Bromley Heath TMC i s not playing as large a role as i t initially appeare d 

they would - this may b e a problem, as the development occupies such a larg e 
area along Heath S t, and represents a large percentage of the area's population. 

Another potential problem i s the inclination of elected officials to want to 
j u s t do things themselves, in large part, I suspect, as a way t o look good an d 
collect more support (read: votes.) We ma y hav e to i n s i st that Maura's aides work 
with us a nd not simply f or us . 

People in this neighborhood who ten d to get involved also tend to be 
somewhat individualistic - the types who themselve s w i ll decide what needs to be 
done and then l a u n ch into making phone calls and pressin g for actio n * but not at 
a l l as part of a unified group effor t 

4. Efforts at problem resolution 
We've limited the information we've given to Maura's office, to keep them 

more focused and controlled . We continu e to invite people to our meetings and 
encourage them to work wi th us rather t h an on thei r own. I  spoke to both Mildred 
Hailey a nd the new chie f of security at Bromley-Heath at the E-13 meetin g las t 
week about the Heath St Neighbors group and encouraged her to get involved an d 
involve others from the developmen t 



5. Next steps 
May 7t h we hav e a meeting w i th Ed Coburn and Derric k Small from the 

mayor's office. Alison, David Wilhelmi, E l l en Bass and I have spli t up the list of 
names we hav e to make calls inviting people to that meeting. Before then (Monday 
May 4th ) I'm t o c a ll Dianne Quiroga at Maura's office to explain to her where w e 
need streetlights . At the May 7 t h meeting we pla n to strategize who t o approach 
and how t o approach them, to actually get lights a nd trees , and a traffi c study by 
the Transportatio n Dept. 

6. Lessons learned 
Be patient . Be persisten t Be positive . 



H e a t h St . N e i g h b o rs 
M a y 7, 1997 

Agenda 

1. Introductions 

2. Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services / Ed Coburn; Derrick Small 
W h a t does i t d o? H ow c a n it be of h e lp to u s? 

3. Our concerns 

The s u r v e y r e s u l ts i n d i c a te t h at t he n e i g h b o r h o od wants : 
*better l i g h t i ng 

*more greenery (trees a nd parks) 
*safer t r a f f i c p a t t e r n s 

* c l e a n a nd m a i n t a i n ed l o ts a nd street 

4. Where do we go from here? How do we get better lighting, trees, clean 
l o t s ? W h at d e a d l i n es do we ne ed to k n ow a b o u t ? 

5. Announcements 

There i s no M ay 1 4 m e e t i ng of H e a th St . N e i g h b o rs 
There i s a n e i g h b o r h o od c l e a n - u p on M ay 1 0 
S c h e d u l e n e xt m e e t i n g 



Maggie Cohn 
Project in CED: Heat h St Revitalization 
June monthly report 
May 31 , 199 7 

1. Major events in past month: The meeting held on May 7th had good attendance (14 

people) although one was Ed Coburn from the Office of Neighborhood Service s and on e 

was Irene Landry from the Boston Transportation Dept. Decided to write and circulate a 

petition to Commissioner Casazza of the Dept. of Public Works requesting improvement s 

to street lighting and that traffic studies be conducted at both ends of Heath St. Petitions 

have been given out to Bobby Platt at the Community Center, David Worrell at Bromley-

Heath, and Alison, David and myself from the Back of the H i l l. 

2. People or organizations involved: a) Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services; 

b) Boston Transportation Dept.; c) Jefferson School Condo residents; d) Back of the H i ll 

C DC members ; d) Hennigan Community Center; e) several unaffiliated neighborhood 

residents. 

3. Problems: Lack of involvement on the part of Bromley-Heath continues to be a 

problem, and I don't know how t o deal with it . David's come to some meetings, but not 

for a while. Figuring out who t o go to and how t o get action from the city is another 

(ongoing) problem. 

4. Efforts at problem resolution: I've spoken with both David and Mildred Hailey about 

the importance of residents from the development being a part of the effort, and they've 

agreed but then nothing happens. After last month's meeting, Bobby Piatt offered to call 

David - maybe he'll get a more concrete response. I also got a petition to David, and 

asked him about involving residents from their Board of Directors. He sai d he would 

bring it up at a committee meeting on May 28th . 

I am goin g to propose that two or three of us from the HSN brin g our petition in 

to the DPW rathe r than just mailing it , and see if we can' t speak to someone while we're 



there. That may hav e better effect than a piece of mail. Also, we shoul d continue to try to 

involve Maura Hennigan's office - she's pretty good at constituent services. 

5. Next steps: a) take petition to 3-deckers along Heath St for signatures; b) hold the next 

meeting on June 4th and schedule next meeting fo r early July; c) deliver the petitions to 

the DPW; d ) call graduate programs in the area to see who migh t be able to assist with a 

feasibility study; e) push for a traffic study to be completed . 

6. Lessons learned: It all takes a lot of time. 



Heath St . Neighbors 

June 4, 199 7 

Agenda 

1. Petition to Commissioner Casazza re: lighting 

2. Traffic issues: traffic studies 

crosswalks 

signage 

3. Other business: trees? anything else? 

$. N e xt meeting. S h o u ld we establis h a regular meeting schedule ? 

E l l e n B a ss and J im L e r n er (Lenox-Martel) have a hard tim e 

getting to meetings o n Wednesdays . 



H E A T H S T . N E I G H B O R S 

n e x t m e e t i n g : T u e s d a y , J u l y 1 , 6 : 0 0 p m 

H e n n i g a n C o m m u n i t y C e n t e r 

We're working to get improved lighting 

o n H e a t h S t ; i m p r o v e d s t r e e t s i g n s , 

c r o s s w a l k s a n d t r a f f i c e n f o r c e m e n t i n t h e 

n e i g h b o r h o o d ; a n d t r e e s p l a n t e d 

a l o n g H e a t h S t . 

J o i n u s !  



H e a t h St . N e i g h b o rs 

J u l y 2, 1997 agend a 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

1. Reports on 

• W h o own s the b i l l b o a rd across from  th e Je f f e r s on a nd h ow c an we 

have i t r emoved? 

• W h o own s the lot across from  th e Jefferson? 

• Walk/meetin g w i th R i c h a rd L o r i ng ( D OT engineer) 

• Clean-u p 

2. Traffic calming concepts; work currently being done in Egleston Sq. 

3. Urban Edge proposal at meeting held last Saturday: how does it affect us? 

4. Lower Roxbury Transportation Strategies: plans for the "Tremont-

C o l u m b u s c o r r i d o r " 

5. How do we proceed? 

• T a s k s to be done f or next meeting 

• P l a n f or c o m m u n i ty meeting ? 

• Sch e d u l e n e xt meeting: first  T u esday i n A u g u s t 

There i s a M a in Streets meeting f or B r i g h am C i r c l e / M i s s i o n H i l l t o n i g ht at 

7:00 in the m u s ic r o om at M i s s i on Church. 

We planned to all bring letters or petitions we have individually sent the 

city. C o p i es of these s h o u ld be g a t h e r ed in one p l a c e. 





Maggie Cohn 

Project Quarterly Report 
July 26, 199 7 

Heath Stree t R e v i t a l i z a t i o n 

A t the beginning of the term: 

The grou p was s t i l l forming, a few people coming t o meetings on a steady 

basis, but a lot of fluctuation  i n participation in general. We ha d completed an d 

summarized th e survey, and were trying to figure out what to do w i th it . 

A c tivities undertaken this term: 

We fin a l l y gave the group a name: Heath Street Neighbors. 

Activities included a great deal of outreach to people who have , in on e 

way o r another, expressed an interest in this project. I have spent hours on the 

phone talking to folks about what happens at meetings and in-between meeting, 

and I have also spent time on the phone trying to reach various city employees . 

D i d succeed in broadening the group - other residents of the Jefferson have been 

coming t o meetings, and Irene L a n d ry from Traffic Enforcement has been a 

regular participant. (Brought in by Joe Cameron.) 

The grou p agreed in M ay that , based on the results of the survey, w e 

w o u l d tr y to focus on three issues: the need fo r better streetlights, problems w i t h 

traffic, and the lack of greenery on the street. We wrot e up a petition to 

Commissioner Casazz a of Public Works and took it around the neighborhood. 

A l i s o n and I went up and d o wn Heath Street w i th it , and through a corner of 

Bromley-Heath. Reception was uniforml y positive. 

We participate d in the M i s s i on H i l l Neighborhood Clean-u p i n June 

(scheduled for M ay bu t rained out.) While cleaning along the Ruggles Baptist 

C h u r c h empty lots, I had a conversation w i th a man wh o own s two three -

deckers on Heath, across from the school and alongsid e the Hayden steps. H e 

was please d to see us p i c k i ng up rubbis h (although he d id not join in) and sai d 



he's been trying to get the city to agree to either reopen or demolish the steps. 

They've been closed for 10 years, and are in bad shape, all overgrown... A l i s o n 

and I had jus t been talking about how nic e i t w o u ld be i f those steps were open 

and passable. We didn' t discuss it at a Heath St . meeting , but we d i d raise it at a 

B O T H C DC boar d meeting, and decided that we w i l l solicit opinions from the 

abutters on L a wn Street. A nd I  w i ll talk to the city to f i nd out the process, and 

put i t on the agenda fo r ou r next Heath St . meeting . 

Joe Cameron scheduled a meeting w i th Dick Loring, an engineer at 

Transportation, and one morning he, Joe, A l i s o n , Irene, and I walked the length 

of Heat h Street. He agree d that a lo t o f new o r replacement signage was needed . 

He als o agreed that the rotary badly needs lighting -  but he also pointed out that 

there is fa r to o much pavement where Parker Street enters the rotary. H is 

suggestion was tha t we as k D PW fo r a  redesign of the rotary, which w o u l d 

include the installation of lights. 

I've ha d severa l conversations w i th Sarah and Lizbet h at J P N DC - they 

w i l l help us p l an a community meeting fo r th e fall . 

Outcome of activities: 

The petitio n about lighting collected over eighty signatures and was sen t 

i n to D PW w i t h Ed C o b u rn fro m the Mayor's office. We ar e now tryi n g to find 

out where i t is, w ho t o talk to about i t , and whether there is a chance our request 

w i l l be considered. 

For severa l months we ha d f a i r l y steady attendance at meetings, and the n 

the Jul y meeting was d o wn to five people - who know s why. We're calling 

people about the August meeting, and we're able to say that there are two items 

on the agenda: a presentation on traffi c calming, w hich M i ra Brown of Bikes Not 

Bombs offered to do, and a discussion on planning a community meeting to be 

held in the f a l l, w i th help from NDC . 



What problems d id I encounter? 

M y own and others lethargy. The extreme difficult y of reaching anyone at 

C i t y H a ll on the telephone, or getting them to call you back. 

What additional support do I need from the program? 

Help w i th the organizing work - I'll be learning a lot i n the f a ll by door-

knocking for th e community meeting, but any suggestions are s t i ll welcome. 

I have talked to both C h e r yl Patterson and D a v id W o r r e ll at T MC abou t 

how to involve Bromley residents , and they both have promised to put some 

thought into it , but that's as far as we've gotten. Possibly for the August meeting , 

definitely for the community meeting (October?) we'll get leaflets to everyone 

who signed the lighting petition. 

What are my plan s for the coming term ? 

I've revised my timelin e once again... 

The focu s of the coming term w i ll first  be the community meeting and 

second, developing a p l an for Heath Street. The step after that is to begin to w o rk 

on implementing the plan, but I don't expect that to be underway u n t il after 

January. 



H E A T H S T R E E T N E I G H B O R S 

N E X T M E E T I N G : T U E S D A Y , 8 / 5 

A T 6 : 0 0 

A T T H E H E N N I G A N C O M M U N I T Y C E N T E R 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

T R A F F I C C A L M I N G 

I M P R O V E D L I G H T I N G A N D S I G N A G E 

P L A N N I N G A  C O M M U N I T Y M E E T I N G 

A survey taken last winter shows that many people in 

t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d w o u l d l i k e t o s ee H e a th S t r e e t 

i m p r o v e d . . . w o u l d l i k e i t to be a n i c e r s t r e e t to w a l k 

o n , a  s t r e e t w i t h m o r e h o u s i n g a nd s h o p s . .. a  g r e e n e r 

s t r e e t . 



Heath Street Neighbors 

A u g u s t 5, 199 7 

Agenda 

1. Updates 

2. Proposal for community meeting(s) 

a) number and structure of meetings 

b) decision-making structure 

c) dates of meetings; timeline 

d) outreach 

3. Traffic-calming presentation 



Maggie Cohn 
Project: Heath Street Revitalization 
August monthly report 
September 13, 199 7 

1. The time since our last class weekend has been interesting. The city has responded to 
our letters and petitions and sent 2 men fro m the Public Works dept. to the 9/2/97 
meeting of Heath St . Neighbors. I was away on vacation the last week of August and the 
first week of September... so we aske d i f we coul d meet with them after the 8th, an d 
would they please get back to us (to Alison , as I was out of town) to let us know. They 
never called (Ed Coburn from the Mayor's office left a message on her machine at 5:30 
the day of the meeting ) and just showed up. Alison reports that it was no t a bad meeting , 
that they mostly listened... Ricardo from NDC, wh o wa s ther e for part of the meeting , felt 
that they were trying to backburner work at the rotary end of the street . 

2. Peter Scarpignato and John Foley (a minion) from Public Works came, along with Ed 
Coburn. There was a  representative from the Jefferson School Condos there, and a 
couple of BOTH folks... no-one from Bromley-Heath, no-one from the Hyde Sq. 
neighborhood. 

3. Richard had spoken to Mildred Hailey, who expressed enthusiasm... but B-H was not 
represented, (the ongoing issue.) That's problem #1. Problem #2 i s going to be to 
actually get past the delaying tactics of Public Works. (Alison heard from a JP activist 
that he has yet to hear of a project in which Scarpignato is involved that reaches 
completion. He think s he's sent to keep the community content while committing 
nothing.) 

4. We are going to ask TMC to make a presentation at the community meeting on the 
renovation work at Bromley-Heath. An d we're going to attempt to make a presentation 
ourselves before then to the tenants' board. We hav e the list of last year's board 
members. In terms of the DPW, w e ma y b e able to get some useful work out of young 
John Foley - they offered to research a) accident statistics for the intersections in 
question, b) an alleged B HA maste r plan for the area, and c) a study done several years 
ago of the Heath/S . Huntington intersection. 

5. A sub-group of us will meet on 9/20 to discuss outreach for the community meeting, 
draft a flyer and a letter inviting the various community organizations, and develop a 
proposal for an agenda. The whole group w i l l then meet on 10/7, when we wi l l pin down 
the agenda and figure out logistics (food etc.) W e shoul d also have ideas for Spanis h 
translation and childcare. (I have talked to Ricardo about this, so I'm sur e we ca n use 
NDC resources.. . BOTH CDC ca n come up with some money if needed.) 

6. Lessons learned? Hard to put into words... it's an ongoing learning process in working 
with people, and developing patience... 



H E A T H S T R E ET NEIGHBORS 

O C T O B E R 21 - A G E N DA 

1. Introduction. 

2. Structure of this meeting. 

3. Reports and discussion of current projects or proposals for parts of Heath 

Street. 

The first "report" will be a presentation on the historic brewery 

buildings in our neighborhood. 

Following reports and discussions will be about: 

improvements in traffic patterns, signage and the General Heath rotary ; 

the brewery b u i l d i n g at the corner of Heath and Columbus ; 

Bromley-Heath renovations; 

a proposal for the o ld transfer station across from the Hennigan School ; 

the redesign of the Hennigan School playground ; 

the empty lots along Heath St.; 

plans by the VA Hospita l for its property facing Heath St.; 

and the intersection of Heath St. and South Huntington Avenue . 

4. Closing 

The next meeting of Heath Street Neighbors will be Wednesday, November 

5th, at the H e n n i g an Community Center, at 6:00. A l l are welcome ! 

Mease use the index card to let us know about which projects you want to be 

kept informed, or in w h i ch ones y ou w ant to get more involved. 



Maggie Cohn 
Project in C E D 
Monthly Repor t 
October 18, 199 7 

We spent this month planning for the community meeting, which will be held 
next Tuesday evening. At our October 7th meeting, we planne d the agenda: first will be 
an introduction explaining the genesis of Heath Street Neighbors, and reporting on the 
survey that we di d last winter. Following that, we'll describe how th e meeting w i l l 
proceed. 

There are several groups reporting on their "improvement projects" on or near 
Heath Street - a member of the local historical society w i ll open, with a short history of 
the historic brewery buildings in the area; he wi l l be followed by Irene Landry 
(hopefully) from the Boston Transportation Dept., talking about plans for new traffi c 
signs and improvements to traffic flow; Bromley-Heath tentativel y w i ll talk about the 
renovation of the development, Urban Edge w i ll give a brief presentation on 
development plans for an abandoned brewery at the junction of Heath Street and 
Columbus Ave.... 

After each presentation (except the piece on historic buildings) we w i l l ask fo r 
comments, questions, and ideas from the audience. The idea is to spark people's interest 
in one or more of the various possible projects. When folks sign in, we'll give them a 
blank index card, and at the end o f the meeting, they w i ll be asked to fill  them out with 
their name, address, and phone, and note what it is about which they want to be kept 
informed, or on what they might be willing to work. 

2,000 copies of the flyer were printed, and everyone present took responsibility 
for leafletin g some part of the area. 

Ricardo Sanchez from JPNDC offered to facilitate the meeting. Urban Edge has 
promised to find a translator. Lenox-Martel, a neighborhood business, w i ll donate 
beverages. The Community Center and B O TH CDC w i l l be asked to help pay fo r snacks. 
Alison and I  w i ll do the introductions and the closing (which I imagine w i ll be pretty 
quick!) 

My hop e at this point is to get 30 new peopl e to the meeting, and fo r some of 
them (maybe 5?) to be interested in getting at least a little more involved. If a clear 
mandate to proceed in a specific direction comes from the meeting, that w i ll dictate the 
focus of our committee fo r the immediate future . If there are enough people to form more 
than one committee, to work on more than one project, I w i ll be very very happy. 

I did pay a visit to the T MC offic e to see the B HA "maste r plan" for Bromley -
Heath, to see how i t affects Heath St . Interestingly, they show a sidewalk expanding an d 
absorbing Gen'l. Heath Sq., our troublesome rotary. So far , nobody has been able to tell 
me i f that is still the plan. 



Proposal for community meeting s 

Meeting #1 

Discuss process 

E s t a b l i s h goals 

E s t a b l i s h decision-making proces s 

Create steering committee 

Report on w o rk done to date 

O p e n dis c u s s i on of interests, concerns, prioritie s 

Between meeting #1 and meeting #2 

Steering committee takes information from first meeting, looks into 

general f e a s i b i l i ty issues (grade of land, b a l l p a rk costs of various 

options); creates proposal f or street based on zones: area f or 

commercial, fo r housing, f or open space.. . 

Meeting #2 

Present "zoned" proposal, with report on feasibility issues. 

Get feedback , ides of different configurations, etc. 

Between meeting #2 and meeting #3 

Steering committee refines proposed plan 

Meeting #3 

Community discusses proposed plan, establishes committees, 

establishes committees to w o rk on higher p r i o r i ty items . 



H E A T H S T R E E T N E I G H B O R S 

September 24, 199 7 
Dear neighbors, 

On October 21, 1997, at 7:00 p.m., there will be an open community meeting at the 
Hennigan Community Center. The purpos e of the meeting i s to begin to develop a plan 
for improvements to Heath Street, and to identify residents' priorities for future 
development. 

Our group, Heath Street Neighbors, has been meeting monthly for the past year and a 
half Residents from both sides of Heath Street - from Hyde Square, the Back of the H i l l , 
and Bromley-Heath - have been involved. Slowly, we hav e been working to build a 
coalition that can insist that the city pay attention to Heath St. A yea r ago, we too k city 
councilor Maura Hennigan and representatives from the city's Public Works department 
on a tour of the vacan t lots, and the white picket fences went up shortly afterwards. W e 
have helped organize two neighborhood clean-u p days; we have petitioned Public Works 
for more lighting at General Heath Square (by Bromley-Heath); w e hav e walked the 
street with representatives of the city' s Transportation Department to identify missing 
traffic signs as well as parking and traffic problems. 

We are inviting various community organizations to give brief presentations at the 
community meeting about improvement projects in which they are involved. A s a n 
important link in our network, your organization and members are encouraged t o attend. 
If you have had achievements i n the past year that you would like to acknowledge 
publicly, please take this opportunity to do so. 

Bromley-Heath is undergoing a major renovation. The Hennigan School is rebuilding its 
playground. We thin k it's important that we, as residents and neighbors, decide what w e 
would like to see the whole length of Heath St. look like, and bring a proposal to the city, 
rather than just responding to what the city, or speculators, may brin g to us. 

Please share this invitation with your Board and members. Consider joining our 
committee - we hav e been meeting on the first Tuesday of the month but w i ll review our 
meeting schedule so that the time w i ll be convenient for the maximum number of people. 
We loo k forward to seeing you on the 21 st! 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Cohn and Alison Pultinas 
for Heath St. Neighbor s 

For more information, or to have a report from your organization placed on the agenda 
f o r October 21st , please c a ll Maggie Cohn at 739-9751 or Alison Pultinas at 739-1489. 



S P O N S O R E D B Y H E A T H S T R E E T N E I G H B O R S 





A G E N D A F OR O C T O B ER 2IST M E E T I NG 

When people enter: Have sign-in table, give each a copy of the agenda and a blank index card 
f o r them to f i ll out at the end of the meeting (or whenever they leave.) 

1. Alison (or Maggie): Heath Street Neighbors grew out of... We circulated an informal survey 
last winter. Safety. Lighting. Petition. Redesigning rotary. What does community want? 

2. Maggie (or Alison): The structure of the meeting. Brief reports. Time for community's 
response: questions, comments, additional ideas. Columbus progressing to South Huntington. 
( write on f l ip charts and post on walls - not a time f or debate but a time f or brainstorming. ) 

a) Presentation by Michael Reiskind on breweries, (no discussion after) 
b) Traffic and signage. Irene is on leave from work and w i l l not be here. Dick Harding ? 
or can Alison give report? What new signage planned; Richard Loring's thoughts on 
redesigning Heath Circle; etc. 

Encourage discussion about possible redesign of Heath Square 
(possibility that there w i ll be mention of issue of "light industry" zoning.) 

c) Brewery / Dick Mason (Urban Edge) - info on pending proposals for 
development; timeline for community process, follow with discussion 
d) Bromley-Heath renovations - including plans for Heath Street at Heath Circle. 
Possibly no presenter, in which case, do we skip over it , or acknowledge that it's going 
on but there's no one to talk about it? 

e) Peter Raftery and plan for Ruggles Church bldg. 
f) Hennigan Playground (thi s can be very short if pictures are displayed around 
room). 

Encourage discussion of possibility of developing empty lots - what 
would f o l ks like to see? 

g) VA Hospital plan as it impacts Heath Street. 
Follow with discussion of Heath/South Huntington intersection . 

4. Close - refer to index cards, ask each person to write name, address, phone, and issue that 
interests them most - what they want to get involved in or about which they want to be kept 
informed. Announce next regular meeting. Thank you al l for coming. 

Next regular meeting is first WEDNESDAY in November (11/5) (Tuesday is election day). 

Ricardo from NDC will facilitate. 
Dick Mason w i ll provide a translator. 
Karen Chacon's daughter (Karen also) w i ll provide childcare. 
Lenox-Martel w i l l provide beverages: maybe Community Center and B OTH can provide food 

(snacks). 



M a i l i n g list f or community meeting, 
10/21/97 

Back of the Hill Condos 
c/o Rick Yoder, Trustee 
50 Lawn St. 
Roxbury, Mass. 02120 

Kay Gallagher, president 
B O T H CDC Board of Directors 
100 South Huntington Ave. 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Jefferson Schoolhouse Condo Assoc. 
c/o Doug Wohn 
240 Heath St 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Robert Piatt, director 
Hennigan Community Center 
200 Heath Street 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Valerie Gomes, director 
Early Learning Center West 
200 Heath St 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Board of Elders 
Ruggles Baptist Church 
874 Beacon St 
Boston, Mass. 02115 

Deacons, Ruggles Baptist Church 
and 
Moderator, Ruggles Baptist Church 

Peter Raftery 
Boston Neighborhood Resource Center 
PO Box 137 
J.P.,Mass, 02130 

Bromley-Heath Tenant Management 
Corporation 

Board of Directors 
10 Lamartine St. 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Mildred Hailey, David Worrell, David 
Hoffman, Cheryl Patterson 

Bromley-Heath T M C 
10 Lamartine St 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Eleanor Kearse-Perry, principal 
Hennigan Elementary School 
200 Heath St 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Pamela Glover 
Parents School Site Council 
Hennigan Elementary School 
200 Heath St 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Hyde Square Task Force 
PO Box 187 1 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Hyde Square Co-ops 
Board of Directors 
c/o James Bruce 
18 Arcola St 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Walden-Minden Neighborhood 
Crime Watch 

c/o Karen Chacon 
JP N DC 
30 Germania St. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Back of the Hill Townhouse Condo 
Association 

c/o Barkan Management 
24 Farnsworth St 
Boston, Mass. 



Edgehill-Roundhill Neighborhoo d 
Association 

c/o Tina Holland 
11 Evergreen St. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Pat Flaherty, president 
Mission H i ll NHS Boar d of Directors 
1530TremontSt. 
Roxbury, Mass. 02120 

Fred Ficken 
Mission H i ll Board of Trade 
48 Hillside St. 
Roxbury, Mass. 02120 

Tony Barros 
Hyde/Jackson Business Assoc. 
PO Box 130 7 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

JP APAC 
295 Centre St. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Martha Eliot Community 
Advisory Board 

75 Bickford St. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Alison Cook 
Friends of Nira Rock 
9 Cranston St. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Kristin Graney 
Office of Public Affairs 
Boston VA Medica l Center 
150 South Huntington Ave. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Tina Saxon 
Disciples Baptist Church 
80 Bickford St. 
J.P., Mass 02130 

Maura Hennigan 
Boston City Council 
District 6 
New Cit y Hall 
Boston, Mass. 02201 

Tom Keane 
Boston City Council 
District 8 
New Cit y Hall 
Boston, Mass. 02201 

JP Historical Society 
c/o Michael Reiskind 
425 South Huntington Ave. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

JP Neighborhood Council 
Public Service Committee 
c/o Kevin Moloney 
42 Eliot St. 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Community Alliance of Mission Hill 
PO Box 451 
Boston, Mass. 02120 

JP Community Center 
Regional Board of Directors 
Curtis Hall 
20 South St 
J.P., Mass. 02130 

Usha Kaul 
Property Management 
Public Facilities Dept. 
26 Court St. 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Irene Landry 
B T D 
200 Frontage Rd. 
Boston, Mass. 02118 



Davis Kaplan, Hope VI 

BHA 
52 Chauncy St. 
Boston, Mass. 0211 1 

Lauri Scharf 
Earthworks 
39 Sherborn St 
Arlington, Mass. 02174 

Boston Schoolyard Funders 
Collaborative 

c/o Kirk Meyer 
The Boston Foundation 
1 Boston Place, 24th floor 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Prevention Now! 
200 Heath St. 
J.P., Mass/02130 

Jeanne Bruno, manager 
Back of the H i ll Apartment s 
100 South Huntington Ave. 
J.P.,Mass. 02130 

Not mailed to: 
Asterios Politis 
c/o 54 ParklawnRd . 
W. Roxbury , Mass. 02132 



This survey has been put together by a group composed of members of th e Henniga n 
Community School Advisory Board, the Back of th e H i l l CDC, Jamaica Plain NDC, 
Bromley Heath T MC an d other residents of the area . We are concerned about the 
condition of Heath Street, and want to find  out how other residents view it. Please 
consider the whol e length of Heath St., from South Huntington to Columbus Ave. We 
hope this w i ll be the beginning of a process of determining what kind of changes we as a 
community might want to make to Heath Street in order to make it a better street in our 

neighborhood. 

Do you use Heath Street? 
If "yes," in what way? d o you drive? 

do you walk? 
do you live there? 
other l 

If no, why not? 

What kind of transportation do you mostly use? ca r 
bus 
trolley 
subway 
bicycle 
walking 
other 

What do you use Heath Street for? t o go shopping 
to visi t friends 
just to pass through the are a 
to attend community schoo l programs 
my child attends the Henniga n 

other 

Is Heath St a part of your neighborhood? 

What do you like about Heath St.? 

What do you dislike about Heath Street? 



How do you think Heath St. (and the area around it) can be improved? 
better lighting 
cross walks 
lower speed limit/better speed limit signs 
better bus service 
clean up properties 
other 

How would any of these changes improve Heath Street? 

What changes might make you see Heath St. more as a street on which to walk? 

Specifically, would you like to see improvements on the vacant lots on Heath St.? 
What kind of improvements? housin g 

stores 
parks 
light industry 
city/state/federal agency offices 
job training sites 
other 

What is your favorite street in the Boston area? 

Additional comments: 

resident of J.P. 
resident of Mission H i l l 
other 

I would be interested in attending future planning meetings 
I w i ll host a house meeting in my neighborhood 





R e s p o n s e s to t he H e a th St. survey; n u m b e rs b a s ed o n m u l t i p l e 
r e s p o n s e s (percentage s w i l l n ot a dd u p t o 100%.) S o me s u r v e y s 
i n c o m p l e t e . 11 4 h a v e been col l e c t e d . 

1. Do you use Heath St.? yes: all; drive: 61 (54%) 

walk: 64 ( 5 6 % ) 

l i v e there: 2 4 
other: bike: 7 

How often: daily: 54 

2-3 t i m e s a week: 1 0 
weekly: 4 

sometimes: 2 

Why not? unsafe; heavy traffic 

2. Use for: shopping: 25 
v i s i t i n g : 2 9 

p a s s i n g t h r o u g h: 6 2 

a t t e n d c o m m u n i ty center: 2 0 
c h i l d a t t e n d s H e n n i g a n: 1 3 
Other: w o rk at H e n n i g a n: 1 4 

u s e t h e l a u n d r o m a t: 3 
get to doctor, h o s p i t a l: 2 
w o r k in area: 6 

3. Do you see Heath St. as part of your neighborhood? yes: 75 

no: 1 9 

4. What do you like about Heath St.? 
c o n v e n i e n t to T, d o w n t o w n, b i k e p a t h: 2 6 

l o c a l services : C o m m u n i ty Center, l a u n d r o m a t, bodega : 1 8 

c u r r e n t i m p r o v e m e n t s; t o w n h o u s e s: 6 
s e n s e o f n e i g h b o r h o o d: 9 
s e n s e o f h i s t o r y: 2 

quiet: 2 

5. What do you dislike about Heath St.? 
p o o r l i g h t i n g : 1 0 

u n s a f e , desolate, gangs h a n g i ng out , drugs: 3 9 
ugly, d i r t y, b a d ly m a i n t a i n e d: 3 6 
t r a f f i c , t r a f f ic p a t t e r n s, t r u c k s: 2 1 
l a c k of food s t o r es a nd shops : 2 



6. How c a n it be i m p r o v e d? 
better l i g h t i n g : 67 ( 5 9 %) 

c r o s s w a l k s : 6 2 ( 5 4 %) 
lower speed l i m i t : 58 ( 5 1 %) 
better b us service: 43 ( 3 8 %) 
c l e a n i t up: 76 ( 6 7 %) 

other: p l a n t tree s a nd l a n d s c a p e, i n c r e a se p o l i c e p a t r o l s, c l e an u p 
t h e f a c t o r i e s , f ix up o ld b u i l d i n g s, r e p a i r t he street, e c o n o m ic 

development a nd c o m m e r c i al a c t i v i t y , m ore people, o p en t he H a y d en St. 
steps, p ut t r a sh c a ns on t he street, p ut t he t r o l l ey u n d e r g r o u n d 

7. How would improvements change the street? 
i n c r e a s e d safety : 34 

c l o s e r a m e n i t i e s, e a s i e r t r a n s i t, j o b s: 3 
s e n s e of c o m m u n i t y: 1 2 

m o r e people, m o re r e s i d e n t s: 6 
f r i e n d l i e r : 5 

n i c e r to walk, cleaner: 8 

i n c r e a s e d use : 2 

8. What kind of transportation do you use? 
car: 67 ( 5 9 %) 

bus: 3 8 ( 3 3 %) 

tro l l e y : 21 1 8 % ) 

subway: 33 ( 2 9 %) 
bi c y c l e : 12 ( 1 1 %) 
w a l k i n g : 5 5 ( 4 8 %) 

9. What changes would make Heath St. better for walking? 
p o l i c e p a t r o l s, s e c u r i t y: 16 
n e i g h b o r h o o d events, a c t i v i t i e s: 4 
bet t e r l i g h t i n g, c l e a n e r , f i x up b u i l d i n g s: 25 

stores, r e s t a u r a n t s, h o u s i n g, development: 16 
trees & grass , gardens, l a n d s c a p i n g, benches : 7 
m o r e people: 6 

s l o w d o wn c a r s , c l a r i fy t r a f f ic p a t t e r n: 4 

10. Improve vacant lots? yes: 86 

no: 0 
h o u s i n g : 51 ( 4 5 %) 

stores: 64 ( 5 6 %) 
p a r k s : 5 4 ( 4 7 %) 
l i g h t i n d u s t r y: 24 ( 2 1 %) 

agency offices : 2 0 ( 1 8 % ) 



j o b t r a i n i n g : 42 ( 3 7 % ) 
other: p a r k i n g: 2 

gardens: 4 
p i c n i c area: 1 

l i b r a r y , c o m m u n i ty centers, b a s k e t b a ll c o u r t, j o b s: 4 

11. Favorite St.? 

m u l t i p l e m e n t i o n s: C h a r l es St., Comm. Ave. C e n t re St., L a w n 
St., N e w b u r y St. , B e a c o n St . 

s i n g l e m e n t i o n s: S o u th E n d r e s i d e n t i a l streets, W a s h i n g t o n 
St. d o wntown, G r a n a da P a r k , H a n o v er St. , S W c o r r i d o r t h r o u gh 
t h e S o u t h E n d , B a t t e r y m a r c h St. , L o u i s b u r g Sq., B e a c on St. , 

T r e m o n t St. , B r i m m e r St. , p a r t s of B a ck Bay , M a ss Ave. in C e n t r al Sq. , 
C h e s t n u t St. in J P, H e a th St. , (m y street) , T r e m o nt f r om H u n t i n g t on to 
C o l u m b u s , W a l d en St. , H a r v a r d Ave., J a m a i c a w a y 

W h y ? q u a i n t, b e a u t i f u l, safe, peaceful: 6 

b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , e v e r y t h i ng t h e r e/ n eed n o car : 8 
c l e a n , w e l l - l i t: 5 

s e n s e of c o m m u n i t y, p e d e s t r i an & b i k e - f r i e n d l y : 3 
n a r r o w a n d l i v e l y , diverse: 1 

12. Additional comments: 

G o o d l u c k , I w i sh y ou w e l l . 

I w o u ld l i k e to see a v a r i e t y of s t o r es 
B r o m l e y - H e a t h i s l o o k i ng good ! 

It w o u ld b e n i c e to a dd j o bs a nd j ob t r a i n i ng p r o g r a ms t o t he 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 

W h a t i s t he h i s t o ry of t he a r e a? 

13. S t r e et on w h i c h y ou live : 

B i c k f o r d : 1 
B u c k n a m : 1 

C a r m e l : 1 
C h i l d : 1 
F i s h e r : 4 

H e a t h : 1 9 

H i l l s i d e : 1 
Iroquois: 1 

Lawn: 6 
Parker: 3 

R o u n d H i l l : 1 
S achem: 2 
Walden: 1 2 

elsewhere: 1 5 

W i l l i n g to a t t e nd meeting: 26 ( + o t h e rs w ho neglecte d to w r i te t h e i r 

n a m e s / p h o n e n u m b e r s) 
W i l l i n g to h o st meeting: 3 



Dear Commissioner Casazza, 

We ar e residents of Heath St. and of the neighborhoods surrounding it, and we are 
writing to ask you to upgrade the lighting along Heath St. Much of the street is currently li t 
by City of Boston lights, but there is a long stretch from 89 Heath t o the corner of Ne w 
Heath and Parker, and Heath and Parker at Bromley-Heath, which has Edison lights and is 
barely li t at all. 

Adequate lighting is a strong positive factor in any neighborhood. People use Heath 
St. to go the Hennigan Community Center and the V. A. Hospital on South Huntington, and 
to come and go to the Jackson Sq. Orange Line station. The lack of lighting creates the 
potential for danger and an atmosphere of fear. We woul d like to see additional lighting by 
the Bromley-Heath development, and a ll around the triangular rotary where Parker, 
Wensley, New Heat h and Heath streets intersect. We woul d like to see the city-owned lights 
have brighter bulbs installed. 

We have spoken to both Sgt. Van Zandt in Community Policing at station E13 and to 
John Harden, a community service officer in area B; both have offered to support this 
request. City Councilor Maura Hennigan's office also supports us. We hop e to add your 
support as well. 
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B o s t o n C i ty C o u n c i l 

Maura A. Hennigan Ma y 7 , 1997 
District 6 
635-4217 

Commissioner Joseph Casazza 

Boston Public Works Department 

One Cit y Hall Square/Room 71 4 
Boston, Massachusetts 0220 1 

Dear Commissioner Casazza, 

Our office recently attended a meeting of the Heath Street Neighbors Association. Topping the 
list of issues raised at this meeting were the following : 

• 3 Street lights installed from 89 Heath Street to the corner of Wensley and Heath 
Streets 

• Tw o o r three lights are needed between 69 and 89 Heath Stree t 

• Stree t lights across 89 Heath Street to intersection of Parker and Heath Streets, 926 
Parker Street, building address is in Bromley-Heath Development 

• Furthermor e lights are needed on Parker Street (both sides) as Parker comes into 
the rotary by Wensley, New Heat h and Terrace Street s 

This community has made great inroads in enhancing safety throughout their neighborhood, yet 
this highly unusual situation exists where an entire stretch of road is devoid of lights. An y 
assistance you can provide to help install these lights will undoubtedly aid them in their efforts. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If I can be of further assistance on this, please do 
not hesitat e to call me a t 635-4217. 

New Cit y Hall • One Cit y Hall Square . Boston .Massachusetts .02201 



143 Fishe r Ave . 
Roxbury, MA 0212 0 

June 17, 1997 

Commissioner Casazza 
Dept. of Public Works 
City Hall 
1 City Hall Sq., Boston, M A 

Dear Commissioner Casazza, 

Our group, Heath Street Neighbors, recently submitted a petition asking that 
additional streetlights be installe d along Heath Street, and that the lights that are already 
there be upgraded. 

Yesterday, several of us met with Richard Loring of the Dept. of Transportation. 
Together with Irene Landry from Traffic Enforcement, we walke d the length of Heath 
Street, assessing needs for additional or replacement signage and crosswalks. W e 
mentioned to Mr. Loring that we wer e petitioning your department for lighting. When w e 
reached General Heath Square, where Parker, Heath, Wensley and New Heat h Streets 
intersect, he recommended that before the DPW spen d time and money installing 
lighting, the square be looked at for redesign possibilities. 

He pointed out a fact of which we were already aware: there is far too much open 
pavement at that intersection, as well as there being insufficient lighting and a lack of 
signs. This letter is, therefore, an addendum to our petition. We ar e asking that General 
Heath Square be redesigned, to rationalize the flow of traffic and increase pedestrian 
safety. In connection with a redesign, we as k that additional lighting be installed . 

We would like someone from your department to come meet with us, to see the 
area and gain a better understanding o f what we need . Please feel free to call me (a t 739-
9751) wit h any questions or for more information. 

Thank you for your attention to this. 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Cohn, for Heath St. Neighbors 

cc. Richard Loring 
Ed Cobur n 



B o s t o n 
Thomas M. Menino, Mayor 

August 25, 1997 

Ms. Maggie Cohn, 
for Heath Street Neighbors 
413 Fisher Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02120 

Dear Ms. Cohn, 

RE: HEATH STREET IN THE CITY OF BOSTON 

I am in receipt of your letter dated June 17, 1997 regarding improvements at 
Heath Street and Parker Street. Representatives of this Department's Engineering 
Division have been coordinating with Ed Coburn of th e Mayor's Office of Neighborhood 
Services and will be in attendance at th e communit y meeting, Tuesday, September 2, 199 7 
at th e Henniga n School in Jamaica Plain. 

My understanding is that the purpose of this meeting is to discuss the communities 
requests and the propose d improvements to General Heath Street Square. I hope you 
will be able to attend the meeting . I n th e meantime , if you hav e any questions, please call 
John Foley of th e Engineerin g Division at 635-4968. Thank you for your cooperation. 

P U B L I C W O R KS D E P A R T M E NT / Boston Cit y Hal l / City Hal l P l a z a 0220 1 
Joseph F. Casazza, Commissioner, 635-4900 

FAX 635-7499 









H E A T H S T R E E T N E I G H B O R S 

c/o 14 3 Fishe r Ave. 
Roxbury, Mass. 02120 

Boston Transportation Department 
1 City Hall Square 
Boston Mass. 02201 

Dear Commissioner Magee, 

I'm writing on behalf of Heath Street Neighbors, a community group that has been 
meeting at the Hennigan Community Center for the past year and a half. We hav e been 
concerned about several transportation-related problems along Heath Street, and have me t 
with Irene Landry from Traffic Enforcement, and with Richard Loring from Engineering. 

Last winter, a survey we circulate d in the neighborhood indicated that a major issue on 
Heath St. i s safety, and that an improvement in lighting is desired by the community. 
However, when Mr. Loring saw th e rotary at General Heath Sq., his perception was tha t 
lighting alone would be insufficient , and that a complete redesign was needed . 

Since then, we hav e met wit h Peter Scarpignato and John Foley from the Department 
of Public Works. They have promised that in late winter or early spring they w i ll meet with 
our group to present the preliminary drawing of a proposed redesign of the rotary. W e 
understand tha t the designs would be generated b y the Department of Public Works and 
approved by the Transportation Department. Public Works proposes bringing a 2 5% plan . W e 
think it would be less costly and time-consuming to simply present several concepts for 
discussion, which can then be worked into an accurate drawing . 

We hav e two requests . First, we woul d like the General Heath Rotary to be included in 
the Lower Roxbury Transportation Study. As you can see from the enclosed drawing, the 
rotary sits on the edge of the designated area. Because Heath St. feeds such a large number of 
cars onto Columbus Ave., and because the present design of the rotary presents a serious 
traffic and pedestrian hazard, it makes sense to extend the boundary of the study to include 
the rotary. As par t of the Lower Roxbury Transportation Study, we coul d have the assistance 
of consultants from the study in the redesign process, and thi s would be extremely helpful . 

Our secon d request is that we b e brought three alternative conceptual designs, so that 
we hav e different options to consider - each of which w i ll have its own strength s and 
weaknesses. We understan d thi s is not your decision alone to make, but your Department will 
be involved in the design process to a certain extent. A meetin g with several proposals, 
attended by businesses and individual s from the community, would produce a design which 
would meet everyone's criteria and be more easily accepted by the community. 

I can be reached at the above address, or by telephone a t 739-9751. 
sincerely, 

Maggie Cohn 

cc: Ed Coburn, Mayor's Office of Neighborhood Services 
John Foley, Public Works Department 















Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 

Site Name: Heath Square 
Location: Heath, New Heath and Parker Streets 
Acreage: 0.06 A 
Site Type: Square 

Site Description: Heat h Square is a small triangular parcel at the intersection of Heath, New Heath 
and Parker streets. The planted area is enclosed by a high bull-nose granite curb. 
Holes for a fence are present in the curb. There are four trees, including an 
attractive flowering cherry tree, which highlight the space. A sidewalk surrounds 
the site. Nearby land uses are residential. 

Condition Assessments: Th e high granite curb enclosing the green area is in remarkably good condition. 

The perimeter sidewalk and roadside curb are in poor condition and need reconstruction.  Th e trees, especially a crab apple, need to be pruned. The shrubs are 

in poor condition. The turf is overwhelmed by weeds and is in very poor condition. 

Major Site Issues: Heat h Square appears to receive no maintenance and looks abandoned and 
unattractive. I t is full of litter and has occasionally been used for dumping. 

Renovation of this space would greatly enhance this intersection and the image of 

the neighborhood. Existing shrubs should be removed and the lawn re-established.  Th e four site trees are four different species, and this visually fragments 

the space. A simple planting would better unify this small square, and installation 
of an ornamental iron fence would further dignify it 







Maggie Cohn, Project in CED: Heat h St Revitalization 
Journal of Heath St Neighbors meetings, activities and thoughts 

Late spring, early summer 1996 - the Back of the Hill Community Development 
Corporation Board began discussing the idea of initiating a development project on Heath St. W e 
had one meeting to which Alison invited Sara Griffen from Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Development Corporation to come help us get started. Sara came - had some good, basic 
suggestions... We decide d to begin brainstorming a bit... Then, a couple of months later, BOTH 
CDC wa s approached, through Chip Sanders, a member of the Board, by a group called the 
Prayer Foundation. This is an independent group, they stressed, some of whom are associated with 
the Ruggles Baptist Church, which owns many of the empty lots on Heath St., including an old 
brick structure that used to be the base of operations a trucking transfer company. 

The Prayer Foundation has a plan to rehab that building, if it's still structurally sound, and 
develop a "recycling" business - recycling not paper and plastic et al, but furniture and appliances 
- from those who n o longer need them, to those who do  need them. They were talking to us, they 
said, because they didn't want to begin a project only to find it met with community opposition. 
We recommende d a larger meeting including other community groups: JP NDC, th e Hyde Square 
Task Force, Bromley Heath Tenant Management Corporation ... We als o proposed that they 
consider thinking in broader terms: could they provide training for furniture and appliance repair? 

The meeting ended with us agreeing to contact the other groups and set up a meeting. 
Before we got very far with that, the Hennigan Community School Advisory Board held a 
meeting to discuss the need to improve Heath St. Several BOTH Board members attended their 
2nd meeting; I attended the 3rd. 

This group began meeting because of concerns about the vacant lots which face the 
playground of the Hennigan Elementary School. It was said that prostitutes were conducting 
business in the wooded areas. This, and the drug activity which was also occurring, are not 
desirable in any neighborhood, especially near a school. 

We agree d to undertake a clean-up of the lots. We schedule d it to coincide with the 
City Year Servathon, and have gotten a commitment from them for about 30 volunteers. W e 
contacted the Ruggles Church and the Public Facilities Department (which also owns property 
along Heath St.) and Richard led a walk through the area. The city agreed to clean up their 
properties before our scheduled clean-up date of 10/26/96. They also agreed to lend us a wood 
chipper and other tools. 

We (th e expanded Hennigan School group) also decided to design a survey to take into 
the neighborhoods adjacent to Heath St.: the Back of the Hill, Hyde Sq., and the Bromley Heath 
Housing Development. Alison Pultinas and I took on the responsibility of drafting the survey, to 
begin the process of considering how th e vacant land can/should be used. 

October 28 
Had a wonderful clean-up day last Saturday - volunteers from City Year, Phillips Andover 

Academy, the Ruggles St. Baptist Church (only right, seeing as it's their property we cleaned...), 
the Hennigan Community Center, Bromley-Heath, the BOTH... and a chipper and crew sub-
contracted by the city. We cu t down many saplings and much undergrowth. A dump truck-full of 
trash was hauled away - and quite an assortment: rusty bedsprings, 2 shopping carts, many bottles 
and old potato chip bags, several discarded hypodermic needles, a coat rack (which Alison 
claimed), etc. etc. Since so many of the participants were not area residents, we di d not circulate 
the preliminary survey. 

The clean-up effort was definitely a positive undertaking... everyone felt a great sense of 
accomplishment. Hopefully people from the neighborhood will also be impressed as they pass the 
rejuvenated lots. And i f the city follows through on its commitment to clean up the lots IT owns 
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(which will include hauling away 2 cars, which are high up on the properties... probably driven, or 
pushed, in from above) we'll have a serious length of the block in good shape 

October 30,1996 
Met with Kay Gallagher - president of BOTH CDC, and someone who was raised in the 

neighborhood -  in the house in which she and her sister Ann now live! She gave me a lot of 
historic information about Mission Hill, including a copy of someone's dissertation (!) and several 
city-produced pamphlets... I'm looking forward to perusing those. Her main concern about Heath 
St. is safety. Her sister Ann was mugged while waiting for a bus on Heath St. about 20 years ago 
and they haven't used Heath St. since, except to drive down it with doors locked. 

Allison has about 15-20 surveys that people filled out at the block party - in those also 
Heath St. i s seen only as a way to get from here to there. It's sort of a chicken and egg case: the 
street needs to provide a reason for folks to use it (stores, homes, restaurants...) and then, with 
people on the street it will feel safer... But it needs to feel safer, more secure, and more used, for 
businesses to be willing to open there. 

December 8.1996 
At our November mtg., we agreed on a finalized version of the survey - Jennifer, from the 

Community Center, translated in into Spanish and I retyped it in English. Thanksgiving 
intervened. I then had 150 copies made in each language. Left them with Bobby Piatt fo r 
distribution. Each member of the ad hoc committee (we do need a name...) is to have 10 surveys 
completed by January 1st. I f we manage that it would be great. Then we have to figure out how to 
collate and synthesize the information. 

Additional interesting news is that Urban Edge has been approached by the owner of an 
old brewery building at the Columbus Ave. end of Heath - he wants to talk to them about 
developing it!! We don't know exactly what this means - Mossik Hacobian will come to the next 
ad hoc mtg. (next Wednesday) to discuss it with/present it to us. This news I got from Richard, 
who saw Mossik at the Urban Edge annual dinner. 

December 12,1996 
At our meeting last night, we first took care of "old business " - the survey. We have 37 

completed and returned... decided to try to get the bulk done before our next mtg. on Jan. 8t h - not 
really enough time, given that Xmas and new year's fall between, now and then, but we'll see what 
we can do. Then well get to analyze them and see what (if any) common themes arise. Suggestion 
was made to have the Gazette print the survey or at least an announcement of i t and ask people to 
pick it up at the Hennigan and fill  i t in - but I just called and found out that the JP Gazette won't be 
out again until Jan. 17 , and the MH Gazette , Jan. 10. 

Mossik came from Urban Edge to present their long-term planning concept for the area 
from Egleston to Jackson - pretty impressive. They have developed a process for viewing the "bi g 
picture," taking into consideration all parcels of vacant land and abandoned or "distressed" 
housing - they know what is currently located on each parcel in their target area, who owns which 
plots, and have clear ideas as to which plots should be conceptually "bundled" rather than being 
considered each on its own... He has great maps with overlays... and "score cards" for various 
development options, showing which are already present, how many potential jobs each offers, 
median wage for each... a way to compare different options and acknowledge what might be 
traded off i f one is chosen over another. 

January 14,1997 
I was up at CED last Wednesday, the scheduled January meeting date for the Heath St . 

group... Ran into Alison this morning, and she told me that the meeting was canceled - Bobby 



Platt had the flu... She hasn't done anything with the surveys lately, neither have I, and I suspect 
that's true for the whole group. I was hoping the (canceled) meeting would discuss what areas had 
been more or less covered and then figure out an approach to make sure the survey gets to a 
reasonably representative sample of Mission Hill/Hyde Sq. residents 

February 5, 1997 
Received a reminder from the Community Center today that the next meeting i s Wed . 

Feb. 12 and informing that Charles Grigsby from PFD ha s been invited to attend. Maria said that 
she thinks it's important to le t the city know right away that we are a group that is serious about 
development on Heath St. 

One proble m i s that we haven't quantified the results of the survey yet - or necessarily 
even gotten it out to a broad enough group of people. As a result we can't say with assurance 
WHAT it is that people in the community want to see happen on those lots... 

Alison and I are going to get together Sunday to talk about how t o gain a little control 
over this process. There are several things we need to discuss at the next meeting and that will be 
difficult if the bulk of the time is given over to bringing Grigsby "up to speed." W e hav e to talk 
about our individual and collective reaction to Urban Edge's "proposal" for the Demeter bldg. And 
it would be good to address the lack of lighting along Heath St. - especially at the rotary down by 
Bromley Heath. Other issues are: lac k of mailboxes, lack of trash cans, and the condition of the 
old 3-deckers past Hampden Auto, and the condition of the property owned by Hampden Auto 
and owned by Lenox-Martel. 

Stopped by A ll Checks Cashed on Centre St. and picked up 23 surveys Idalia had 
collected. I'll bring all the surveys I've gotten back up to school with me thi s weekend and see if I 
can get some help understanding/organizing the responses. 

February 10,1997 
Talked to Alex of the Hyde Sq. Task Force today - she gave me names and numbers of 

three of their Board members who liv e on my sid e of Hyde Sq. I'll call them to see if they'd be 
willing to take the survey around to their neighbors, and/or maybe have a small meeting of 
interested people who I  could meet and try to persuade to be a part of this committee. 

February 12,1997 
Meeting tonight - apparently this Wednesday night group IS the Hennigan Community 

Center Advisory Board! Recruited under false pretenses! 
However, an interesting meeting. We bega n by going over the initial tabulations of the 

survey. (I showed these to the BOTH board last night and they found some results very 
interesting... they were intrigued by the fact that housing, stores and parks had such equivalent 
percentages...Kay commented on the fact that "light industry" got such a poor response.) Tonight, 
people found some interesting figures also: the fact that an apparently equal number of people 
walk and drive on Heath Street., and the number of people who work at the Hennigan wh o 
responded t o the survey. 

Bobby and she both said that they had wanted the Advisory Board to take up the issue of 
developing Heath St., but that they didn't wanted it to overwhelm the Board and squeeze out 
necessary discussions about the Community Center. This, they said, is exactly what has happened 
- it's the only thing on the agenda any more. Richard asked for a point of clarification: he was not 
aware, he said, that these were mtgs. of the Community Center Advisory Board (let me sa y CCAB 
from now on , for brevity), he thought they were mtgs. of a smaller group working on the issue of 
Heath St. No no no. These are CCAB mtgs., with Heath St. one of several items on an agenda. 
But the only item really on the agenda for the past many months, since I've been attending these 
meetings... 



The CCAB needed to go back to working on other things. I proposed (as I  had wanted to 
do all along) that a separate committee be formed which COULD take on the work around Heath 
St. as its primary work. This was accepted by all . Maria sees this as a sub-committee, o f the 
CCAB, reporting back to the CCAB. I think that 1) Maria wants the Community Center to get 
credit for anything that actually happens, and 2) Maria wants to maintain some control over what 
happens. However, I think that if things really start to happen the Committee will take on a life of 
its own. 

The next mtg. of the CCAB i s March 12; we scheduled a mtg. of the Heath St . Committee 
(HSC) fo r March 5. Both meeting will be held at the Community Center. Over the next few days 
I'll call the people who indicated they'd be willing to attend mtgs. and invite them to come on the 
5th. Hopefull y 111 get a few who'll actually show up. 

I asked everyone who has surveys to get them back to me by March 3, so I can tabulate 
them in time for the meeting on the 5th - and then I'll also bring them to the meeting on the 12th. 
(I guess I'm now a member of the CCAB.) 

I also offered to call the people from the Ruggles Baptist Church, who never finished 
cleaning their lots (!!) or raking out the wood chips. Alison and I will go talk to both Lenox-Martel 
and Hampden Auto, to let them know what we're doing and at least have them fill  out surveys. We 
do plan, at some point, to ask them to clean up their properties... 

I now feel that something will happen and that i t will happen very slowly. 

February 25,1997 
Got from Sara a list of properties on Heath St . and their listed owners. Tomorrow Alison 

and I get together to plan approaching Lenox-Martel and Hampden Auto (Glassman Trust.) And 
I've been calling people about our mtg. on March 5th - 3 or 4 have said they'll come. Wrote to 2 
people who said "written communication only , please." Both in Jefferson Condos. 

Last Sat. attended Hyde Sq. Cooperative Housing Board meeting, handed around 
surveys, asked people to take a few back to their neighbors (to which they agreed) and 
invited/encouraged them to attend on March 5. 

March 5,1997 
Just got home from our first independent Heath St. Committee meeting! Bobby and 

Jennifer both came from the Community Center, but from now on it'l l probably be one or the 
other... Seven others in attendance. There were 4 people who said they would come and then 
didn't (no big surprise...). We scheduled our next meeting for Tuesday April 15 at 6:00 . 

After we had all introduced ourselves (briefly) Alison, Bobby and I gave a historic 
overview of the evolution of this group and talked a little about what has been done to date (the 
clean-up of the lots, the survey, Alison's petition for a mailbox on Heath St., and the Prayer 
Foundation plan - which tonight was described by Peter as a project of the Boston Neighborhoo d 
Resource Center.) We then did a go-round on why each of us was interested in seeing Heath St. 
improve, and how much time we might have to put into tasks we may take up. That led into a 
"visioning" exercise - it was a bit of a push to get beyond what people thought we could 
accomplish to what people would really like to see us accomplish, but we got there. Alison had 
traced a map of the street onto 3 big pieces of paper which we then wrote on with pencil and 
colored markers... 

It was a fairly lively meeting, and everyone there seemed to have a realistic sense of how 
large an undertaking this may be. Jim noted that we should start small, and start with things that 
might make the street a street on which businesses might want to locate. A ll agreed that this makes 
sense. One question that hangs in the air is: who is "Tommy" of Tommy's C & D, and how can 
we reach him? What's happening with that store? It's been closed for a while... And who owns 



Hampden Auto? Glassman Trust? How can we get ahold of him/them? That building is a 
disgrace... 

For the next meeting, Alison is going to find something on the history of Heath St. (Gen'l. 
Wm. Heath was apparentl y one of the 1st settlers of Roxbury, and owned the land this side of 
Mission Hill, this side of Peter Parker's orchard.) I will get from the city a copy of their Capital 
Plan, so we can see if by any chance they are planning anything for Heath St., or if there is money 
available for esthetic improvements (trees etc.), and I'l l find out what we have to do to get better 
lighting on the street. I will also call the folks on my list again to let them know about the next 
meeting. (I'm discovering that I really don't much like phone work...) 

March 29, 1997 
I've called all the people on our list, to inform them of our next meeting and to ask if 

they had a little time to get together prior to that meeting on 4/15. Almost all of them (really, all 
but one) were reluctant to commit any time beyond the meeting time (if that) to this enterprise. So 
I had one meeting with David Wilhelmi (lives on Lawn St. and on the BOTH Board) and he wil l 
probably come. And I  have a meeting planned with one of the residents of the Jefferson condos 
(after he returns from vacation on 4/7.) Once I ran down what we were doing so far, people who 
had seemed fairly disinterested at the beginning of our conversation went to get pens and paper to 
write down the date and place of the next meeting, so I think some will actually show up. 

Last week I went down to City Hall - an amazingly confusing building - to get data on 
Hyde Sq. and Mission Hill. From the Map Dept. I bought maps showing the length of Heath St. 
(split among 3 maps!). From the Research Dept. I got two packets of demographic information, 
one on Hyde Sq. (including Bromley-Heath) and one on Mission Hill. From the Planning Dept. I 
got a copy of Boston's 5-year Capital Plan (1997-2001). I then went to the Mayor's Office of 
Neighborhood Services where I spoke to Ed Coburn, the liaison for Jamaica Plain, about the need 
for improved lighting and improved traffic patterns on Heath St. He asked me to identify which of 
the existing streetlights were city lights and which were Edison lights, and gave me a sheet with 
pictures showing the various types and their owners. 

Yesterday I  walked the length of Heath St., photographing it (a nice, sunny day). At the 
same time I catalogued the streetlights, using the sheet I got from Ed. From South Huntington to 
Lenox-Martel we have frequently placed city lights. From Columbus to Tommy's C&D we have 
the same. But between Tommy's C&D and Lenox Martel we have a total of 4 lights, all owned by 
Edison. I gave this information to Ed, who promised to "get right on it. " I'll call him i n a week or 
so... 

April 16,1997 
Meeting last night. Bobby and Jennifer from the Community Center, me, Alison , Peter 

Raftery from the Boston Resource Center, Richard , Sarah from the NDC, David Wilhelmi from 
Lawn St., Tim Cliffor d from the Jefferson. 

Looked over the survey results, decided to target three issues for now: lighting , traffic 
(especially at the rotary - maybe try to get a traffic study done), and the need for some greenery, 
like trees, planted along Heath St. I will call Ed Coburn from the Mayor's Office of 
Neighborhood Services and ask him to come out and meet with us, to discuss how we might get 
these things accomplished and who we need to work with at the city level. We also agreed to 
invite someone from Maura Hennigan's office (city councilor) to attend meetings. 

There's a Mission Hill clean-up on May 10. We decided to pull a crew together to clean 
the city lots along Heath. Peter will call David Murphy at Ruggles Baptist Church; at the clean-up 
in October he came with a lot of tools and a small crew of people. We won't clean the church lots 
unless the church itself has people working. Alison is the BOTH representative to the clean-up 
organizers. 



And finally we named the group! "Heath St. Neighbors." Richard argued for including the 
word "development" but the rest of us thought that made us sound like a CDC, which we are not. 
And othe r catchy names have been used: "Initiative" (Dudley), "for a better..." (Lowell). So we 
stopped a t Neighbors. 

May 1,1997 
I attended a meeting of the JP Neighborhood Council Business Committee and i t went 

fairly well. They were all geared up to help us find businesses to move onto Heath St. I explained 
that we weren't quite at the development stage yet, and talked about our initial plans regarding 
lighting and trees... They support us and we should ask for anything we would like them to do to 
help. 

I also set up a meeting with Ed Coburn for Wednesday, May 7th. Alison, David 
Wilhelmi, Ellen Bass and I split up the Heath Street list to call and wil l invite everyone to that, as 
well as to the clean-up on the 10th. 

May1, 1997, later at night 
Attended the Community Policing Meeting at E13 tonight. Had to wait until the bitter end 

to bring up the issue of street lights on Heath Street... After almost 2 hours, I got a chance to say 
that Heath St. Neighbors is working to improve the lighting on Heath St., and could the police 
help? Very positive response. Mildred Hailey, who happened to be sitting next to me, said 
Bromley-Heath was working with us, the new chief of Bromley-Heath Security was there and was 
interested and gave me his name and number. Dianne Quiroga from Maura's office was there, 
gave me her card, told me to call - no, FAX - with a list of what we wanted and she'd "get right on 
it". I'll call her Monday. 

Apparently Heath is split down the middle between E13 an d B2, so I got the name of the 
Community Service police from B2. I'l l call them Monday to invite their support an d 
participation as well. 

May 8,1997 
Pretty good meeting last night. Ed from the Mayor's office did come, although Derrick 

Small (the Roxbury liaison) was unable to come as well, and Joe from the Jefferson had invite d 
Irene Landry from the Enforcement Department of the Boston Traffic Dept., and she came also. 

Regarding gettin g improved lighting, Ed recommended we write a letter or petition to 
Commissioner Casazza of the DPW. Apparently , even if the lighting area is under the jurisdiction 
of Boston Edison, the DPW need s to authorize the installation /upgrading of lights. Regarding th e 
possibility of having trees planted, we need to contact the Parks Dept. The city plants hardwood, 
deciduous trees. Someone named Paul McCaffrey knows the process for getting this done. 

Joe Cameron is concerned about 2 things: 1) the lots across the street from the Jefferson, 
and 2) parking/signage on the street, (which is why he asked Irene to come.) He and Alison did a 
walk along the street with her a week or so ago, looking at existing signs ("no parking" and 
"stop") and crosswalks. Ed will work with Joe to get the names of the owners of the lots in 
question... Joe would like the city to acquire them and maintain them as parks. 

For a traffic study, the Transportation Dept. sends engineers on a site visit, and then they 
write up a report. Irene says that they have already done a study of the So. Huntington/Heath St. 
intersection. She'll get copies and bring them to our next meeting - she'll also ask Dick Hardy, 
and engineer, to come with her to discuss the study. 

Basically, we had a long and somewhat rambling discussions of signs and crosswalks, 
lighting and trees. Irene has a lit of information, gave us a lot of contact names. Now we have to 
get this petition done and in , preferably by May 22 which is when there will be budget debates 
that relate to our issues. 



Mav 28 , 199 7 
Spoke to David Worrell at Bromley-Heath Tenant Management Corporation. I asked if 

we might contact people on the Tenant Board, residents who mak e up TMC's Board of Directors. 
He wa s reluctan t to give me names and numbers but said he would bring it up at a meeting they're 
having today. 

Alison and I  are going out with our petitions this afternoon, to the triple deckers along 
Heath. I don't think anyone from those buildings has been contacted about this group, and they 
certainly live in an affected location. 

Other things: Mira Brown, from Bikes Not Bombs, has offered to do a presentation on 
traffic calming to Heath St. Neighbors if we'd like , so I'll propose that on the 4th; and apparentl y 
the traffic studies that were requested of Heath St. 6 years ago were never done: the MBTA an d 
the Transportation Dept. got into a spat over who wa s responsibl e for the intersection of Heath 
and South Huntington and i t never went any further... Alison will call Ed Coburn to tell him this , 
and I  will try to reach Dick Hardy in engineering at Transportation, who wa s suppose d to conduct 
the survey. 

June 7,1997 
Meeting held on June 4th. 1 6 people present (me included. ) Next meeting scheduled for 

Tues. July 1st. Jim Lerner from Lenox-Martel called Wed. mornin g to say he would not be able to 
make the mtg. that night; Tuesdays are better for him and also for Ellen Bass. Other people didn't 
seem to care one way o r the other, so we switche d to Tuesday for the next mtg. There is a problem 
for David Wilhelmi with our starting at 6:00 -  it means he'll always be 1/2 hour late. But there are 
several others who alway s have a second mtg. to go to (Sarah, Richard, Nialdra, David from 
TMC.) s o we agree d to stay with the earlier time. 

Spoke to Sarah the next day at NDC; sh e gave me some stuff to read about running a 
meeting and exercises to do with a group... She also suggested that I talk to Lizbeth to see if she 
would be willing to run a focus group at our next meeting about what kind of housing we woul d 
like to see, were housing to be developed on Heath St. Lizbeth said that she can do that - it'll take 
about 45 minutes... We schedule d her to come at 6:30. W e ca n spend the first 1/2 hour talking 
about the results of the pending meeting with Loring of DOT an d other tasks done since June 
4th... I think it's a good idea for us to do something that moves us along from the immediate 
issues of lighting and traffi c and into the longer term planning issues. 

June ?, 1997 
Went on a walk with Alison, Dick Loring from Transportation Dept, Irene Landry, and 

Joe Cameron. Began at Gen'l Heath Sq. - Loring agreed badly in need of additional lighting but 
suggested we ge t Public Works to first redesign to whole circle... way to o much pavement, and 
very unclear as to right of ways. Then we walked the length, all the way t o the E Line turnaround, 
looking mostly at places where signs were lacking: "no parking," and "stop" signs primarily. 
Found a stolen/abandoned car across from the Laundromat; Irene called it in. Need to keep curb 
clear on Heath at bottom of both ends of Lawn, very hard to see when pulling out in a car, an d 
often vehicles make a very wide turn to get onto Heath, in danger then from both lanes of traffic. 
Joe got a little carried away with wanting cars ticketed, even if where they were parked may b e 
technically illegal but in reality was no t a problem... 

Also talked about the idea of getting trees planted along Heath. Loring thinks the 
sidewalks may no t be wide enough to allow trees and stil l meet ADA requirements . I'll write to 
the Parks Department, and ask what the procedure is for requesting trees, and the rules about 
planting them. Also will write to Casazza at DPW a s addendum to petition, asking for traffi c 
circle redesign and then new lighting . 



July 1, 1997 
Met with Lizbeth and Ricardo at NDC today, to discuss tonight's meeting - they planned 

to come to do a housing focus group, but through our discussion it became clear that we are not 
yet at a stage where that is appropriate. So we decided that they won't come tonight, but that I'll 
communicate their offer to come to an August meeting to help us plan a community meeting at 
which we can develop a "master plan" for Heath St. with input from the larger community. 

July 2,1997 
Very small meeting last night: me, Richard, Alison, Mira, David Wilhemi, and Ed 

Blackman from the Bullfinch. Mira came intending to do a presentation on street calming. We 
canceled that, and rescheduled i t for the August meeting, when we hope to have a larger showing. 

Talked about the idea of using the August meeting to plan for a community meeting -
everyone thought that would be good, so I'll call Lizbeth and check that she and Ricardo can 
come on August 5 (next meeting.) Then I can (we can) call to encourage folks to come to that 
meeting and we'll have a clear agenda to talk about. 

Ed agreed to talk to Michael Galvin, head of Basic Services, about the possibility of 
having improvements made to Heath St. and getting the various city depts. which would be 
involved to coordinate their efforts. Alison said she'd call someone from Ruggles Church to try to 
get them to send a rep to our meetings. Alison also reported on the Lower Roxbury Transportation 
Strategies meetings. There will be a public meeting on July 17 at RCC. Plan is to widen Ruggles 
St. to 4 lanes!! 

July 9,1997 
At BOTH CDC board meeting last night, we talked about idea of reopening the Hayden 

steps. Became a much longer and more involved discussion than I ever expected!! Many 
arguments for and against. Issues: Will clearing the steps make them more or less appealing for 
illegal activities? What kind of visibility will there be? Will steps be safe? How do abutters feel? 
In the end I think most people agreed that the kids are using the steps anyway, so opening them up 
and clearing them off would certainly make activities on the steps visible and hopefully less 
appealing. Alison and Chip will talk to the abutters, including Dana, who's buying Dan and 
Kathy's house; I will try to fine out how we would go about getting this done if we agree to go 
ahead with it. 

July 20,1997 
Has been difficult to get ahold of anyone at DPW t o find out about a) lighting/redesign 

petition or b) Hayden Steps. Valerie Burns from BNAF gave me the name of Peter Scarpignato, 
but after calling for several days and being told he was out, I  was told he no longer works at the 
DPW, he works at City Hall. So now I've been trying to reach him there - no answer, no answer, 

no answer. 
Ed Coburn said he'd talk to DPW t o find out who was given responsibility for our 

request, but he hasn't called me back... Tomorrow I guess I need to make a round of calls. I'll be at 
City Hall - maybe I'll try to find this Peter S. I did talk to David Worrell last week, and we 
discussed trying to get some tenants from Bromley to come to the August meeting, to play a part 
in planning a community meeting, and he promised to work on it. Also talked to Cheryl Patterson, 
who said she would think about who might be good people for us to approach. Told them both 
NDC would be at August meeting. Tuesday I go in to NDC fo r a meeting with Lizbeth, Ricardo, 
and Sarah, to figure out the August meeting. 
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July 21, 1997 
Had t o go to city hall today so tracked down Ed Coburn to see what was up with DPW 

lighting petition... He had mentioned it to Frank somebody in DPW an d promised to follow up 
and tr y to get him to take it seriously... 

July 22, 1997 
Meeting today with Sarah, Lizbeth, and Ricardo at NDC. Discussed what they can/cannot 

do fo r Heath St. Neighbors... Ricard o said: two pieces to community meeting. 1) outreach and 2) 
the meeting itself: identify issues and concerns, brainstorming, reality check (how much of what 
was brainstormed i s feasible?), and breaking it down to more specific pieces/tasks. They (NDC) 
are willing to come to our Aug. 5 mtg. to help us think through the structuring process of the 
community mtgs., and to facilitate the meetings... Lizbeth thought maybe 3 meetings, one every 2 
months, Oct., Dec. (early), and Feb. They will also be able to provide some help with feasibility 
studies... 

We -  Heath St. Neighbors and BOTH CDC - can provide volunteers to doorknock for the 
community meeting, and volunteers to help with the feasibility study. Three community meetings 
will give us the opportunity to refine a design - start out rough at the first meeting, and by the end 
of three have a fairly clear idea of what we want that is feasible. That will not happen by January.. . 
(revise the timetable!) 

August 2,1997 
Got a message yesterday from Tom Sullivan, at the Parks Department. He just wanted to 

let me know that our request for Heath St. was in the works. When they get to it, someone will 
come out to assess where trees will do well, etc.; I  asked that he call to let me know when that 
would be, so that some of us could accompany whoever comes out, an d have some input... He 
said "Of course." (We'll see.) But nice to get a response. 

And toda y I got a copy of a request from the Highway Dept. to extend the comment 
period on the proposal to widen Ruggles St. until 9/2, with a deadline of, I think, 9/9. 

August 8,1997 
Had mtg . this past Tuesday... Started with Mira's Traffic Calming slide show, than 

updates, then talked about community mtg. idea and outreach. Didn't get as far as I had hoped to -
didn't set date(s) for meeting(s), even... but at the end, brainstormed a list of local organizations 
(crime watches, task force, coops, CDCs...) and will divide up responsibility for calling them, see 
if we can either address a meeting, or talk to someone on leadership to get assist in getting people 
to come to community mtg. Talked about door-knocking, but folks thought we are too small a 
group to take that on. 

Talked to Ed Coburn yesterday - he spoke to Frank O'Brien, his liaison with DPW., and 
Heath St. lighting and redesign will be placed on DPW agenda... Warned me will be a several year 
proposition, must get in the capital budget... He will try to bring O'Brien and Peter Scarpignato, 
DPW hotshot , to Heath St. mtg. on 9/2/97, suggested we have ideas ready for changes at Heath 
rotary... I said that's something we'd like to get out of community meeting in October, and asked 
if we could perhaps schedule a meeting with public works folks after I'm back from vacation. 
He's to call Alison to let her know what's happening with that. 

Sept. 8,1997 
Came home to 1) a phone message from Ed Coburn asking if there was a meeting on 9/2 

and 2) a letter from Casazza of public works saying he had received my letter, was working with 
Ed, an d would have people from his dept. at our 9/2 mtg. Talked to Alison today - DPW did 
attend 9/2 mtg. - Scarpignato and a John Foley (young peon.). Mostly listened. Suggested 



attaching So. Hunt/Heath intersection improvements to Hunting St reconstruction... that way w e 
could involve fed $ in the project... they would divide the work on Heath into 2 parts, and do So. 
Huntington first, Heath St. later , as there would be city $ only for Gen'l. Heath circle. 

In terms of what we would like to see at the circle, Alison said the discussion stayed pretty 
general - talked about pedestrian safety, bicycle paths, who use s road, accident statistics... DP W 
will research accident statistics. It turns out that there is a BHA maste r plan for Bromley-Heath 
that includes changes in the rotary. Alison called Hank Keating, from the Hope 6 project, who wa s 
involved in it , and he is no longer involved in it but gave her the name and # of the man o n charge 
of implementation: Davis Kaplan, at 988-4198. A. called him this a.m. an d left a message. W e 
agree that we shoul d get ahold of this toaster plan. Peter Scarpignato "sees no reason why the y 
wouldn't give it to us..." 

David then brought up the question of die Hayden steps... Foley and Scarpignato were 
pessimistic - said we'd have to establish need. Demolition is not an option - either they get 
repaired or left alone. Steps recently repaired in East Boston 1) serve demonstrated need, 2) are 
not lit. A. mentioned that if the school line for the Hennigan is moved (is this a possibility?) there 
would be kids from our neighborhood who could use the steps to get to school, better than the 
streets. But there must be lights... what about the winter? 

October 6,1997 
I printed out 37 invitational letters to the community meeting on the 21st, an d Alison i s 

mailing them out today. David Wilhelmi got a little behind on the flyer - got me th e copy 
yesterday, he's been ill, got it typed up but can do no more, so I'm gettin g it translated into 
Spanish and then taking it to Gnomon Copy to be xeroxed (2 sides, English/Spanish). Rush, rush, 
rush... we need to have the flyer for tomorrow night's meeting -  also to get (if possible) to Alex to 
bring to the Hyde Sq. Task Force meeting, which i s also tomorrow night... Jorge Casas said he'd 
help me translat e it today, but when I called him a t work, he wasn't in and hadn't called in, so I 
started calling around (somewhat desperate) and finally Eva in John McDonough's office offered 
to do it. 

At the polls, at the preliminary election (9/23) I met Juli a Martin, who i s on the tenant 
board at Bromley-Heath! A rea l stroke of luck. I've been trying to reach her (with no luck) to see 
i f we can talk to the board about the whole Heath St. thing, and encourage them to a t least come 
the meeting on the 21 st and hopefully participate beyond that. She di d sa y that on the wall of the 
board room at TMC i s a copy of the BHA "maste r plan" for the development and surrounding 
area... I need to get down there and cheek it out... Not feeling optimistic about outreach/turnout 
for thi s meeting -  just hope enough folks turn out and are interested to buil d up our "core group" a 
little... if there are more present, and we can actually set up a few committees to look at different 
issues (Heath/So. Huntington, rotary, housing on empty lots, commercial on empty lots) that 
would be great, but I'm not expecting it. 

October 7,1997 
I picked up 2000 flyers today - look pretty good but I should have used a bold type on the 

Spanish side. A littl e last minute, because David has been i ll and fel l behind schedule, so we were 
unable to take advantage of cheap or free-printing options and had to pay $124 to Copy Cop... I 
had i t translated yesterday by a woman named Eva i n Representative McDonough's office... I 
faxed it to her in English and she faxed it back to me i n Spanish - ah, technology! 

Good meeting tonight - nine including me, Aliso n and Richard... Ricardo didn't show, 
though -1 left a reminder message last week, probably should have called again yesterday. But 
there was energy i n the room. Derrick Vance said at the start that he had to leave at 7:00 bu t 
stayed till the end a t 8:00. Dick Mason from Urban Edge was helpful (o f course he'd like our 



support for the development of the Demeter brewery building...) He offered to get someone to 
translate the meeting and he'll give a report on the brewery proposals. 

Agenda (as it now stands): Intro, of group; purpose of meeting (learn about ongoing 
projects on the street, brainstorm what else we'd like to see happen); Report on last winter's 
survey; introduction to reports; reports (each followed by responses, questions, ideas from 
audience, written on flip  charts) on (a) historic buildings, (b) traffic and signage improvements, (c) 
brewery development options (Urban Edge), (d) Bromley-Heath renovation, (e) Peter Raftery's 
plan for old trucking garage (?), (f) the Hennigan playground improvements, and (g) the VA plans 
as they affect Heath St.; then, close, ask people to write name, address, phone, and "issue of 
interest" on supplied index cards. Announce next meeting. Schedule any smaller meetings that 
seem appropriate. 

October 24,1997 
Community meeting this past Tuesday went well... about 35 people there, a bit more than 

half were residents, the rest people presenters, from organizations or agencies. Transportation, 
Urban Edge, VA Hospital, Boston Schoolyard Initiative , the Gazette, Lenox-Martell, Bromley-
Heath TMC, Ruggles Baptist Church... Toula Politis came. Not a lot of open discussion, mostly 
presentations and then questions and a few comments. A lot of information in the presentations, 
though. We had an agenda, which we abandoned at some point. Opened with Michael Reiskind 
taking about the history of the breweries, then Urban Edge, then Cheryl gave a report on the 
changes at B-H, Pete r Raftery talked about his plans for the Ruggles lot(s), Kirk Meyer from the 
Schoolyard Initiativ e talked about the reconstruction of the Hennigan playground, Paul Ford 
talked about plans the VA has to improve their property on Heath... So now we have a list to call 
when these items are up for discussion, at our meetings or at meetings called by the city. Neither 
translation or childcare was needed but we were ready with both. 

October 28,1997 
Meeting last night with Toula Politis to talk about her plans for the pizza place and he r 

other properties along Heath... She agreed to meet with Jim at L-M to talk about cleaning the 
small piece that's within his parking lot. We also asked her to keep all property clear of trash, and 
to paint over graffiti... She has several buildings in land court for failure to pay taxes; she says she 
needs to sell 2 or 3 or 4 buildings to get the money to fix up the remaining buildings - including 2 
empty ones, back-to-back, one on Heath, the other on Wensley. She has installed security lights n 
the pizza shop, and i s very concerned about the lack of lighting on the street. RG wil l write a letter 
saying we met, and have a "good faith" agreement about keeping up the appearances of the 
buildings, and so support her reopening the pizza place. 

November 6,1997 
Regular meeting last night - Wed. instead of Tues. because of Election Day... Actually, 

well-attended, although, interestingly, not with people who were at the 10/21 meeting . James 
Bruce from Hyde Sq. Coops came -I've been talking to him on the phone since I attended their 
Board meeting many months ago (with the lighting petition), so it was gratifying to have him 
come to a meeting. 

We discusse d several items from the 21st meeting, notably the rotary redesign and the 
pizza shop license renewal. People really got into the rotary discussion, and i n the end we 
scheduled a meeting for next Wednesday, at 6:30, to be held in the conference room at TMC, 
where they have a map showing the BHA/TMC plan for the rotary. (We did change our regular 
meeting day from Tuesday to Wednesday.) Alison said that the DPW planne d to work off an old 



plan that they have, so we'll also try to get a copy of that - Alison will call John Foley from DPW 
who came to our August meeting. 

Lance from Estey St. came, and is upset by the fact that when the V A starts construction 
they will be losing 150 parking spaces, and that, plus the fact that construction workers will not be 
permitted to park on the sit, will push many many cars into the neighborhood We agreed to ask 
Christine Garney, PR guru of the VA, to come to our Dec. meeting - we'll limit discussion to 1/2 
hour, though, because we also want to have David Murphy come to discuss the fate of the church-
owned empty lots. This will tie into a discussion of the Hayden steps which we were not able to 
have last night Ricardo is planning to cal l Alison to get info on exactly who owns what lots, so 
they can begin to look in an overall way at possibilities for development. I mentioned to him that 
Toula Politis wants to sell 3 of her triple deckers ($95,000 each). 

Additionally, we decided to write a petition to push BTD to put in the signs and 
crosswalks they promised us - Lance wi ll work on an initial draft, which I will help polish up. 
Rick Yoder agreed to call the city to find out how we get onto an alleged list of neighborhoods 
that want to get rid of billboards. We adjourned at 8:00. 

November 25. 1997 
Ed Coburn want to put together a meeting with the Boston Housing Authority , 

Department of Public Works, Heath Street. Neighbors, Tenant Management Corporation, and 
other interested parties, to discuss the design of the Gen'l Heath Rotary. We said "fine" but we 
planned to get together first to look at the issue. 

Had a small meeting - me, Alison, Richard, David Wilhelmi, Bobby Platt - with David 
Worrell at Tenant Management Corporation, to see the BHA/TMC "master plan" and discuss their 
conception of the rotary. David gave a great presentation̂  explained that they have been de facto 
maintaining the rotary, as it is essentially ignored by the city, and that the traffic along that section 
of Heath poses a particular hazard for the children of the development. Their redesign is intended 
to slow down traffic at that point, which explains the idea of forcing a right angle turn into Heath 
Street. - which is what happens when tibe roadway between the rotary and the Bromley-Heath 
sidewalk is eliminated. David admitted that they had not given any thought to the other side of the 
rotary. 

I put out Jim Lerner's thoughts, and his concerns about the turning radius for trucks and 
buses... His thinking is that the roadway between the rotary and the pizza place could be 
eliminated, making Heath Street, a two-way street along the Bromley-Heath sidewalk, with a 
right-angle intersection by Parker Street., and with Wensley coming into Parker, with a stop sign 
there... David pointed out that that would do nothing to slow traffic, and Bobby pointed out that 
crossing would be more dangerous because a blind spot would be created by the placement of the 
buildings at Bromley-Heath. 

There was no resolution, but we parted with all agreeing that we do need to work together 
on this. We came up with a list of people and organizations we think Ed Coburn should invite to 
his proposed meeting. 

Ed seems to want to have the Boston Housing Authority and Department of Public Works 
meet to look at each others' ideas and come to some conclusions, and then have the two agencie s 
make a presentation to the community. This sort of circumvents much community input into the 
design. So we have asked that the community be presented with a minimum of three design 
concepts. (This was the recommendation of Ann McKinnon, to whom Alison spoke.) Ed said 
"OK" but I suspect we'll have to push on this a little. Richard has offered to call Ed and make it 
clear that the community is not to be presented with a finished plan. I've written a letter to the 
Boston Transportation Department saying the same thing, and asking that they consider including 
the rotary area in the Lower Roxbury Transportation Study. 


